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^ ^ What do people look for in newspapers 

Politics, horoscopes and pop videos 
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By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 

A . h°¥ or a n^paper on a Ions jour- 
JniHhL en J?yablc task that kills lime, provides 

Slw* and exp:mds P“'P |C ' S "™- 

imercst in rcaJin “ or cv «“ goina 
,h!^ k ° r ? newspaper has been declining 

SXday, , ‘vi^ ,b “‘ ed ‘° ,t,,! 

People can be judged by ihe kind of books or 


newspapers they read or ihe subject mailer lhai 
auraei their riHefflion. 

Most people in Jordan arc highly educated, bui if 
you ask them what kind of articles or books they 
read, they almost look at you in horror and say "l 
don't have time to read, you must he joking! 1 don't 
have lime to look at a newspaper even though I gel it 
at my house on a daily basis." a taxi driver said. 

"I get up early every morning and leave the house, 
and I Jon t come buck before Hi in the evening. I 
leave while my kids are asleep and arrive hack while 


ihey'ie gone to bed.” Abu Ali said. 

Amusingly, he added (hat the newspaper is mainly 
used lor eating on. "1 sometimes pick up a news 
item hy chance, whitest I am having my dinner.” 

Today, things have become a lot more compli¬ 
cated. A person must work. work, and work to 
secure a dpa-rnTnErtar his children. Bearing this in 
mind. Ai^ AD-SasiowHiect as much fares as possi¬ 
ble tu^c able to' pay fcr^ne petrol, the laxi owner of 
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ri Peace 
\ brings 
profits to 
Somalian 
s trade 
% center 

Ann M. Simmons 
r iJIOSSASO. Somalia— 
r^-Motrammed Awil- 

Mobammed watches with 
satisfaction as four 
women crouch on the 
sandy ground outside his 
shop in the musty heal of 
the dawn here, pulling the 
husk from frankincense 
with their fingers and 

■ teeth. Each worker, her 
lips ringed with white 

■powder from her labors, 
will clean and sort at least 
: 35 pounds of the clumps 
of aromatic gum before 
. ' her day ends at 11 pm. 
The’ effort pleases 
Mohammed 25. a Bos- 
' saso entrepreneur, for he 
. is on target to reach his 
.'.weekly quota to export 
. 220 to 440 pounds of 
frankincense, a fragrant 
-’ resin commonly burned in 
V ceremonial practices. This 
. will mean as much as 
$2,400 cash in his pocket 

- Before the collapse of 
: Somalia’s national gov¬ 
ernment seven years ago 
and the ensuing civil war 
that has ravaged much of 

- the country since, almost 
I’ all of Mohammed's frank- 
:•'-incense and the profits u 

generated • would have 
i gone to the local authon- 
i. ’ ties of this semi arid, sand- 
swept port dry. 

Bui things have changed. 
“Life in the city is difrer- 

■ -ent." said Mohammed, 

- who now exports his 
v product, . which 

about $6 a pound to 
' Saudi Arabia and Dubai. 

* one -of the United Arab 
Emirates. “I’m a pnva* 
businessman now. Whra 
(be government was here, 

we couldn’t even go to 

rhe port-” ■. ‘ , 

Mohammed* who jdso 
manages a thriving trade 

- shippntg shark - fins - r 

Hong Kong, is just one of 

- scoii of businesspeopje 
who are capitalizing on 
the peace and stability of 

iral of northeastern 
Somalia;-tfearjhe up of 
tbeHoraof Afnca.a^ 1 
700 miles noctheasi of the 
shattered Somali capital. 

Mogadfcbu, B°ss^o has 

■-bSS a whff 

anarchy sweeping 

~**s£rt* 

undhedted violence ^ ve 

central government^ m 
ihe haflhawrd control of 

- j—«. in Bossaso there is 
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Islamists choose hard option 

Boycott elections, les 
opposition in doldru 


New Christian party 
creates much anguish 


By Raed AJ Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
ENDING CONTRADICTO¬ 
RY speculations on its real at- 
-tituder-towards the next 'elec-'" 
lions,.. £he Muslim 
Brotherhood todk a historic 
decision to boycott the race. 
This decision will almost 
likely create a rift in the 40- 
year-old relationship with the 
regime. 

This decision was taken 
early Wednesday morning, af¬ 
ter more than a seven-hour 
meeting by the movement’s 
highest body, the Shura 
Council. 

Durffig the meeting, the 
pragmatists failed to convince 
the Shura Council of the need 
to participate through its po¬ 
litical arm, the Islamic Action 
Front (1AF). But the hardlin¬ 
ers’ reasons to boycott, seems 
to be stronger than the logic 
of political maneuvers. 

Twenty members of the 30- 
persons Shura Council attend¬ 
ed the meeting, and eight be¬ 
ing abroad. 

Ten members staled their 
opposition to run for the elec¬ 
tions and include: Mo¬ 

hammed Abu Fares, Ham man 
Sa’id. Dawoud Kojak. Ahmed 
Al Kofiii. Saud Abu Mah- 
fouz, Haitham Abul Ragheb. 
Kandeel Shaker. Salem Al 
Falahat, Jamil Abu Baker and 
Emad Abu Dayah. 

Those in favour pf running 
were: Abdel Majeed Thunei- 
bat. (Overseer of the Muslim 
Brotherhood). Ishaq Al Fa- 
rhan (1AF general secretly), 
Abdul Rahim Al Okour. Mo¬ 
hammad Al Haj, Abdullah AJ 
Khabbas. arid Theib Antes. 

“It was a hard option, Ab¬ 



lslamists give their backs to the next parliament 


del Majeed Thuneibat. told 
The Star. "We look il as a re¬ 
sult of the accumulation of 
many reasons, which we hope 
the government will take into 
consideration." 

According to Muslim 
Brotherhood sources, the Shu¬ 
ra Council’s decision lo boy¬ 
cott came after a strong de¬ 
mand from the majority of 
members in the movement. 
The sources added that in a 
fresh survey conducted early 
this month, more than 270 
members ’out of about 500 


participants, supported the 
boycott, while about 170 
members wanted to partici¬ 
pate but with conditions 
which described as "impossi¬ 
ble.” These included demand¬ 
ing the government to repeal 
several legislation including 
the Jordanian-Israeli Peace 
Treaty Law. The same suncy 
showed that only a slight mi¬ 
nority supported participation 
in ihe elections. 

However, observers believe 
that the historic decision of 
the movement, is a tactical 


one and unites as .i result ut a 
long marathon of tension be¬ 
tween the government and the 
Islamic movement. 

‘The decision is tactical 
and not j strategical one. 
which is smart.” said Dr Lj- 
bech Kumhuwj. a political 
commentator. "It reflects the 
basic fact that the democratic 
perimeters in Jordan are 
working al the time." and 
shows that the electoral law 


Continued on page 2 


By Marwan As mar 

Star Staff Writer 
POLITICS IS a strange old 
thing. Cynics say it is there to 
be manipulated, others point out 
that politics is the art of the pos¬ 
sible and impossible, to reach 
power, draw up policies and 
make sure that they are translat¬ 
ed into practice. 

It is with this in mind that the 
new Christian Arab Democratic 
Party iCADPi has been created. 
It s formation in the light of the 
November election is under¬ 
standable. What is not however, 
is its social make up. 

Despite its Christian title, 
about half of its 100 founding 
members are Muslims and its 
membership is likely ro in¬ 
crease. party officials are say¬ 
ing. 

But such uuerings are arous¬ 
ing much suspicion. Why the 
formation of this party, what 
will it gain. What is it that they 
an? really after? Is il just togeth¬ 
erness and mutual understand¬ 
ing? 

If this is the case, then it is 
argued that Muslims and Chris¬ 
tians in this country already live 
in harmony. There is no ethnic 
strife as there is in other coun¬ 
tries. 

While it can’t be said that the 
Muslim Brotherhood and its po¬ 
litical arm. the Islamic Action 
Front are angry, they neverthe¬ 
less. .see no real aim in the for¬ 
mation of the new party. 

After jII. there is the Arab Is¬ 
lamic Democratic Movement 
"Dua'a." whose central commit¬ 
tee includes a fair number of 
Christians, but it hadn’t attract¬ 
ed much popular support de¬ 
spite ils specific call for Chris¬ 
tians to enter the party. The 
Dua’a movement however, con¬ 
siders the establishment of a 
Christian party as “a dangerous 
step that threatens the society 


Rover gets boulder, ro 



rock 


By K-C. Cole 

PASADENA, Cabfomia— 

After triumphantly 
down Its ramp away from toe 
mother ship Pathfinder, the stx- 
wbeeled geologist named 
Sojourner headed for its first 
scientific target last. Sundayji 
bicolored, nubby rock named 

Aonc.j j rovers 

dling 

descent down 
its runway 

evoked whoop- |VT^, 

SiKS wO\ 

Report 

100 Pathfinder 
[wm members 

!![rt^ J Laboratory just before 

SSnianuday- ™ rove ^ s 

SI Cook took the podjure. 

■ Du Sunday morning* 


camera had already taken a pan¬ 
oramic image of its surround¬ 
ings, allowing researchers to 
zero in on interesting targets for 
study. The rMP camera was 

scheduled to work through the 
night taking a 3-D color vista 
called the “Monster Pan that 
will allow the scientists to wan¬ 
der through the rocky M are an 
terrain remotely with >D 

goggles- . , 

Looking around 

# their Pathfinder 

landing site, scien¬ 
tists saw rocks that 
were rounded and 
appeared to h ave 

O r f been transported 

* *■ by water, and oth¬ 

ers that were angu¬ 
lar. probably 
elected by meteor impacts. Most 
J X, they found layered 
bands in the distant WJjades. 
indicating dial the site, the Ares 
ffiSd boon flooded cams- 

trophically several umes. 

Scientists speculated that the 
layers were either terraces era 
S erosion or scdrmenuuy 
deposit*- Both geological pro¬ 


cesses clearly j 
signal the pres¬ 
ence of water. 

Project scien¬ 
tist Matthew 
Golombek said 
that Mars may 
■ .still harbor 
oceans of 
water frozen 
buried beneath 
its surface or 
captured on its 
northern polar 
cap. 

Researchers 
said (hey 
would uy to 
find out the 
composition of 
the individual 
layers and then 
try to trace the 
origins of ihe 
layers back to 
some of ■ the 
boulders in the foreground. 

With the arrival Of another 
Mars spacecraft in September, 
the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration's Mars 
Global Surveyor, researchers 



and its security.” In a statement party is not religious, it should 
that was released earlier this not have the word "Christian" 
week. Dua’a warned against the in its title, 
very idea of licensing such a Roman Catholic Bishop Sa- 
party- lim Al Savish says that what 

However, the new party's worries him is that "the paitv 

General Secretary Sami Jawdat appears to be usinc a relieious 

Swadi is adamant. He says that t/tfe for its own political ends." 

^ ,e j re . 1S r P® m f° r another party He adds that "this is somethina 

and he will make sure that it that is to be categorically reject- 

will be officially licensed and if ed.*’ The patriarch says that the 

not. he would be prepared to go pany mus[ chailge ils J name . 

10 i ri In a press conference held on 

im tic lime Wednesday, Church leader* and 

Muslims and Chnsuans is be- prominem Jonianian Christian 
mg reFistered^ TTriese include re- rondemjied ^ 

ffiSSSE”* w id f, f f T' ne CADP 

Islamic poliSns am aimady VernraenI " 0 ‘'° 

rejecting the party. Islamic Ac- 3 ucense - 

tion Front OAF) deputy Mo- f ”. d '^MectuaJs, 

hammad Abu Fans haJ con- J 0 ? ^ih Muslim and ChnsUan 

demned the pany in the ^grounds, are also joining 

strongest terms. ^ ,T^ y “* Myin g that 

HtC like LAP parliamentary they would be prepay to p to 

spokesman. Dr Hamzah Man- ^ «*«*• « f P 3 ^ officiak S° 

sour, wonders in a maze mem ahead with the name, 

how a Christian party could in- . Ttwy say that the word Chris- 
clude Muslim members. He Uan party is not accepta- 

says that first of all the Christian £le because it implies that all 

religion has different views and Christians in the country are 

ideas. He argues that “any Mus- members of the party or support 

lim who becomes a member of il - 

this Christian party is guilty of Christian leaders are saying 
heresy." that this is something that goes 

However, the tone of Man- against the national interests 

sour is much more mellow. He and could create divisions in so- 

doubts whether Muslims are dety. The Christian patriarch is 

joining this party. He says he calling on all Christians and 

does not believe that a Muslim Muslims to boycott the new 

would be prepared to “forgo his party. 

Islamic identity." The debate around the party 

In a pragmatic approach, will likely ro go on for some- 

something that characterized the time. What is particularly intri- 

Lower House deputy in recent guine is Ihe idea of having Mus- 

years. he says that if the goals of Hms in a Christian Partv. And in 

this party coincides with the this respect too. the ideological 

Arab Islamic identity of Jordan, pedestal will surely create much 

"then there would be no prob- controversy among Muslim and 

lem but the IAF would have Christian theologies. ■ 

something else to say. if the new 

party is found to develop an iso- " ~~~~ 

iationist, sectarian perspective.” % 

But the CADP is now in- 
voived in a full frontal attack. *:i 

The party|s Deputy General siS»£v 

Secretary, Tayseer Bosheh, a >■ r \. ., l 'Z..f 

Muslim, who heads the "orga- - 

nizing unit” is equally blatanL 

In a reply published in AD Dus- Dy ine 

lour daily, Bosheh says “we are 

noL a raissionaxy party, nor are 

we linked to any church," won- : 

dering “why the Muslim Broth- ..-j 

erhood never protested against js'5 

the licensing of the Communist 
Party despite the fact that it ■■ 
does not believe in our religion 

or even in God.” . :: 

Some Islamists are already ‘ *'■ 

stamping Bosheh as a heretic by :. ; 7 ■; 

surrendering his Islamic identi- j 

ty, and joining toe Christian par- 
ty.. Bosheh however, looks at it 
differentiy. He says the concept , ^ 
of the party is political and not 

misstorary as some like to un- '•?. 

Despite its Christian name. 

the party docs not appear to Ify '- . <t iv'j 

have an ideoiogrcai view, bur a ’-tflC 

political one. IU for instance, be- 

lieves in the creation of a united |v^ r y°* i ip 4Viar P e, : I “ M 
kinedom between Jordan and |- , . •. ... ■ -;! 










will get a much better idea of 
the overall geology of the 
planet. "It’s going to uke some 
time to piece it'ali togeUier.” 
said Ron Greeley, a ecologist 


from the University of Arizona. 

Meanwhile, geologists 
started doing what any proud 
new parents would do: naming 

Continued on pace 2 


Palestine. In this respect too. the 
party believes in the peace pro¬ 
cess and in reaching a political 
settlement based on the return of 
territories that were taken by Is- \ 
rael after the 1967 war. j 

But this is exactly the prob¬ 
lem. It is argued that since the 
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What do people look for in newspapers 

olitics, horoscopes 
and pop videos 


Continued from page 1 

lhe car and Icaics a lew dinars Tor his fam¬ 
ily. Of course he doesn't have lime 10 read 
Ihe newspapci or e\en bother lo follow up 
on political or economic events. 

To he fair. JorJanians do read, but the 
kind of subjects they look for is a different 


I r .r'... 
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story. 

The interest of the middle-aged is 
focused on political developments. “1 do 
buy a newspaper. We are a part of the 
political system, we should have a role, it 
is true that we are not decision makers or 
are not even able to have our voice heard. 
bui we must follow up what is 
_ going on," a teacher said. 

! Everyday, he looks at the news¬ 
paper in the morning, scanning the 
headlines for the most important 
political news. Then after a long 
day he looks at it again, reading it 
carefully while he drinks his 
favourite coffee. After political 
news, he reads sports and then 
goes for the last page searching for 
the lighter side of life. 

A newly wed in her mid¬ 
twenties. Afaf Hassan said “1 don't 
have time to read the paper, 
although it was a habit in the past. 
I am a lab technician, and by the 
end of the day I feel exhausted." 
However “1 have to look at the 
horoscopes. You may laugh but I 


need to look at the stars. 1 sometimes 
quarrel with my sister over who gets the 
paper first." 

And she is not the only one. The f.id 
today among teenagers is cither to go 
straight to the sports pages or the horo¬ 
scopes. They wnni l«> see their luck for the 
day. Most are nol on good terms with poli¬ 
tics and economics finding such vjul 
issues as unnecessary or beyond their 
circle. 

If true. then, indeed, this is disturbing. 
We are a “youthful society." More than 50 
percent of the papulation is under 15 years 
of age. They happen lo he the most 
enlightened energetic and productive 
sector. 

Reading is regarded by most ol youth as 
"dull" or "boring." Today youngsters who 
engage in reading arc regarded :ln 
" square.” Teenagers like fun things that 
involve listening 10 the latest pop videos. 
Michael Jackson. Madonna. Rayhch 
Atamma and the list goes on. 

They do become interested in news only 
when it suits them, if there is a sensational 
story or crime, the Tuwjhi exam results nr 



to see if there are summer tour programs. 

But teenagers do come down to earth, a 
little hit. as they grow older and shoulder 
greater responsibilities. 

Those who arc graduates will nalurally 
buy the newspaper to look for job opportu¬ 
nities. “Before I got this job. I used to buy 
two newspapers every day to look for jobs. 
Bui now I don't have lime to read one 
page, and I'm not interested in reading the 
paper. 1 prefer to go out with my friends 
and not waste mv time reading", said an 


engineer who was jobless for more than 
two years after graduation. 

He is now choosy about the kind of sto¬ 
ries fie reads, and these are inevitably 
related to his career. 

Whether it is to look for political or eco¬ 
nomic news, read the sports pages, stars or 
the ads. reading a newspaper has become 
an awesome task for Jordanians. We are 
an educated society, yes, but arc we a read¬ 
ing notion?* 


Boycott elections, leave 
opposition in doldrums 


Continued from page 1 political panics participate 

and the Press and Publications an ^ elections are conduct- 
Law. "do not subscribe tu true ed under a disadvantageous 
demneruev " law with a government that is 

Kumhau i added that "if all partial, then the opposition 


Rawat AI Sharq open 

new restaurant chain 
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MATA'EM RAW'AT AI Sharq is a new chain of restaurants 
that Minister of Tourism and Antiquities. Mr Aqel Bihagi. re¬ 
cently opened. This chain of restaurants is designed and deco¬ 
rated in Eastern style. A number of prestigious figures and in¬ 
terested people attended the opening, and were shown around. 
Maia'em Raw'ni AI Sharq took four years of continuous hard 
work 10 complete. It offers a large variety of mouth-watering 
Eastern dishes, which are yet another testimony to the wonders 
of our beloved Oriental homeland. ■ 








W-'P 




§ 111 # ~ t 


},VC 


ijR&ESfTiSRT a if; MI-MT 

»;* 9 7 

' ' 

'SBP'v'- 


V LIFE IN 
THE 

BLACK 

TENT 




5 njr- 5 ? }' 


would be condoning, playing 
the game and legitimizing the 
outcome of the elections 
which is quite wrong." 

The government's response 
to the ~Shura Council's deci¬ 
sion was cool. Minister of In¬ 
terior, Natheer Rashid, told 
A D Dustour daily that "We 
did not force them to boy¬ 
cott... they are free," adding 
that “we respect their decision 
and will hold elections despite 
the boycott” 

Mr Tfauneibal told The Star 
that there are several govern¬ 
ment regulations and legisla¬ 
tions which the movement op¬ 
poses, starting with the one- 
man-one vote, to the new 
press law. 

Thuneibat earlier called for 
international observers to su¬ 
pervise the elections. He reit¬ 
erated his stand “we are still 
worried that the coming elec¬ 
tions will not be clean and 
free." 

“The government will not 
be able to take a neutral stand 
in the coming elections." he 
added. During the 1993 parlia¬ 
mentary elections the Islamic 
movement accused the gov¬ 
ernment Prime Minister Abdel 
Salam AI Majali of rigging the 
election. 

Taking such a bold dedsion 
to boycott the elections, “indi¬ 
cates to eveiybody that the 
Muslim Brotherhood has little 
confidence in the law that 
governs these-elections or of 
the government that is going 
to supervise the elections," Dr 
Kamhawi said. 

The newly established right 
of center National Constitu¬ 
tional Party (NCP), which is a 
merger of nine centrist and 



Thuneibat 

rightest parties, was one of the 
reasons behind the Islamic 
boycott. The current prime 
minister is the architect of the 
NCP. The party is believed to 
be pro-government. 

Mr Thuneibat accused the 
government of adopting the 
NCP by giving it a wide cov¬ 
erage whether in the media or 
by giving their officials posts 
in ministries. 

“The government is adopt¬ 
ing the constitutional party as 
if iL is its parry, and deals with 
Ihe opposition parties is if 
they are illegal parties." 

Supporters and opponents 
of the movement’s decision to 
boycott the elections appear 
solid. 

Islamic Lower House depu¬ 
ty Thieb Anees who supports 
participation believes that “the 
movement feels that boycot¬ 
ting the elections is important 
because it serves to delegiti- 
mize the position of the cur¬ 
rent policies and practices of 
the government." He added 


that “in the current parliament 
the government has a solid 
majority. So we had no influ¬ 
ence on the policy making." 

However. Mr Anees. a 
moderate Islamist, played 
down possibilities of rifts 
within the movement. He said 
"the movement will remain 
united and will not be affect¬ 
ed by one or two leaving its 
ranks." 

However, rumors that AI 
Farhan threatened to quit the 
movement if the Shura Coun¬ 
cil votes to boycott has been 
quickly quashed. He assured 
'T am with the majority, and 
will allhcre to the decision to 
boycott the coming elec¬ 
tions.” 

"I think that the majority in 
the IAF is in favor of running 
for the elections and that the 
position of the movement is 
more puritan and doctrinaire 
than that of the party." said 
Dr Kamhawi. But he believes 
that there would be two possi¬ 
ble scenarios. "We might wit¬ 
ness either an uneasy accep¬ 
tance of this decision or that 
some current IAF members of 
parliament might simply dis¬ 
obey or totally quit the move¬ 
ment." 

“1 hope nothing like that 
would happen because unity 
in the Islamic movement is 
important at this stage for the 
continued viability of the op¬ 
position." said Dr Kamhawi. 

The rest of the opposition 
parties, especially members 
of the 11 -party opposition al¬ 
liance will hold meetings this 
week to discuss their stand to¬ 
wards the coming elections in 
the light of the Islamic boy¬ 
cott. 

The secretary generals of 
these parties are now in Syria 
on a solidarity visit, but are 
expected to join the Islamic 
movement in its boycott. ■ 
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CYPRUS AIRWAYS 

A new program is now available at your 
comfort You can in OP6 day and 

: within few hours arrive at, Larnaca 
Amsterdam, Athens, Bahrain, Beirut, 
• “'0: ' , ' r ; • . Damascus, Dubai, Frankfurt, London, 

j Manchester, Moscow, Paris, Rome, Zurich 
r .-y-c-.r; and Tel Aviv. 

- 7 - In addition to ordinary trips to 20 cities all 

■. over the world. 

: y-' Departure from Amman at 6.50 a.m. arrival 
at Larnaca 8.15 a.m every Saturday and 
Wednesday. 

• Departure from Larnaca 10.15 p.m. and 
'-'I .'T'l arrival to Amman at 11:35 p.m. every 
':?* ; Tuesday and Friday. 
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Peace brings profits to 
Somalian trade center 


Continued from page 1 

warfare under way. 

Instead. this prospering 
haven is run by the Somali Sal¬ 
vation Democratic Front, a 
local political organization 
whose leaders say they are will¬ 
ing lo reconcile with rival clans, 
including that of the late notori¬ 
ous Somali warlord. Gen. 
Mohammed Farah Aidid. 

There has been little ethnic- 
based fighting in Bossaso: 
almost everyone here belongs 
to the Darood clan. Most dis¬ 
putes are settled the traditional 
way. by elders. Bossaso's first 
prison is only now going up on 
the outskirts of town. 

“People here are coming to 
grips with reality and facing up 
to their problems more than any 
region in the country." Raid 
John Bierke. Somalia represen¬ 
tative for the US Agency for 
International Development. 

If the rest of Somalia fol¬ 
lowed suit, observers say. this 
troubled nation could eventu¬ 
ally return to some semblance 
of normality. 

But realistically, the chaos 
and societal disintegration that 
characterize much of Somalia 
indicate that peace, order and 
prosperity are unlikely to return 
any time soon. 

Fighting, for example, con¬ 
tinues to tear apart the southern 
port dry of Kismayu. 

Mogadishu has been rela¬ 
tively calm after last month's 
fragile cease-fire agreement 
between the main warlords 
there. Still, the airport in the 
capital remains closed, its port 
has stopped functioning and the 
city's water and sewage system 
is defunct. 

The United Nations is con¬ 
ducting emergency operations 
only and no longer has expatri¬ 
ate staff pemianemly based in 
the capital, where one of the 
main factional leaders is Cali¬ 
fornia-educated Hussein 

Mohammed Aidid. son of 
Mohammed Farah Aidid. 

But the dismal conditions 
elsewhere have, in turn, made 
Bossaso's relative economic 
progress all that much more sig¬ 
nificant to experts and observ¬ 
ers in Bossaso. 

“Commercially, it's boom¬ 
ing," Dominik Langenbacher of 
the UN Development Program 
said of the city. “A few tradi¬ 
tional trading families are mak¬ 
ing the fortune of their lives.” 
They are taking advantage of 
Bossaso being one of the coun¬ 
try's only two working ports. 

Bossaso—whose population 
has swollen from 6.000 to 
150.000 in the last seven years 
—could hardly be classified as 


a thriving, cosmopolitan center 
in a Western sense. Most resi¬ 
dents lack the basics. Potable 
water, electricity and indoor 
plumbing are still luxuries. 
What many here do have, 
though, is marketable merchan¬ 
dise—and 0 relatively safe 
place to peddle it. Besides 
frankincense, which local offi¬ 
cials say brings in about $150 
million a year, there is a 
healthy trade in lobster, the 
leafy stimulant khat and shark 
fins, which fetch up to $30 a 
pound. Livestock—camels, 

sheep and goats—make up 85 
percent of Bossaso's exports, 
with 200.000 or so head going 
through the port each month. 

Protected by 140 armed 
security guards supported by 
110 customs officials and other 
stall', the port's commercial 
activity, UN officials say. 
amounts 10 about SI million a 
month, though business has 
slowed recently as a result of 
an increased trade at the 
Somali port of Berbera. west of 
here. 

Meanwhile, in the town's 
mushrooming center has 
sprouted a disorganized huddle 
of shops and kiosks made from 
old burlap sacks, cardboard 
and flattened oil barrels. These 
structures, which also double 
as merchants’ homes, consti¬ 
tute a bazaar of sorts, offering 
everything from tea to 
tailoring. 

Merchants have plastered 
their buildings with colorful 
pictures so their illiterate cus¬ 
tomers know what goods or 
services are available. 

The quarrelsome-sounding 
Somali language rings through 
the air here as pedestrians— 
few people, even in this pros¬ 
pering place, have cars—jostle 
with scraggfy goats on the 
gravel streets. 

In the shade of a row of 
shacks, dozens of money¬ 
changers straddle plastic sugar 
sacks scuffed with bundles of 
up to (0 million Somali shil¬ 
lings; 1,000 Somali shillings 
arc equal to about 8 cents. 

These days. Abdulahi 
Ahmed Noar, 26. a money 
dealer for three years, figures 
he handles Lhe equivalent of up 
to $2,000 a day. The figure 
rises tenfold when the ocean 
traffic is good. He gloats thaL 
there is no need for heavy, 
armed security to guard his 
cash, because there is an 
unspoken code of trust among 
clan members here. * 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 




wim 

to the Disco Sound of CD-Fans 
& the mega mix DJ 
(Morad Kaiice) 

* Crowaa Hof 

Swimming Pool 
* on Sunday July 6th 
I4.00hrs - 19.00hrs 


Entrance: couples only, 
price:5.500JD per person 
Tel: 758180 


raj mod 


(TTflJi' oRt * lAiiiii liii : 


appears to he native ro<±. 
not covered by dust— of 
particular interest to goolo-^ 
gists because U reveals ; 
Mars' true nature. The; 
moat may have been, 
carved by wind or watery: 
said deputy project man-1 
ager Brian Muirhead*^- 
and appeared to be quite i 
unusual. V . r 

The rover-sized rock.; 
was also appealing ; 
because it was neariby. T5 jV 
reach iL Sojourner only , 
needed 10 pivot 90 degrees - 
and back up several feel.;. 
The rover wax scheduled : 
lo begin analyzing Barrel 
clc Bill to determine its 
elementary composition 
Sunday night. 

JPL. scientists expect 40;-- 
have many more dramatic, 
images of Mars now that 
the Imager for Mars Path¬ 
finder camera was stand¬ 
ing up to its full 5-tooL-6- 
inch heighL Meanwhile.J: 
researchers are continuing £ 
to give names to the fea-i: 
lures they see. '-J 

One peak with a white 
stripe running through it is 
being nicknamed “The Sid. 
Run." Greeley said. 
Another big rock was . 
christened “Yogi." 

“It may seem childish 
no give names to the 
rocks)," said Moore, hut it- 
is a lot easier than trying * 
to identify them by — 
coordinates. _ -1 

The rover was named 
after Sojourner Truths a 
black woman who trav¬ 
eled around the country 
about the time of the Civil 
War preaching abolition of - 
slavery. ■ 

See related stories on 
page 6. 

LA Times- Washington ; 

Post News Service J 


Jordan 
unaffected by 
the proposed 
British: 
Airways: 
strike 


AMMAN (Star)—British Air¬ 
ways Manager Fiona Hamilton 
confirmed that British Airways 
flights would not be affected 
by the proposed BAS5A jiaibia 
crew strike. The 6 flights 1 per'- 
week from Jordan will operate 
according to the regular sched¬ 
ule. - - 

“We regret that the proposed 
actions of a small porti qp.'pf 
the BA family is creating kneb . 
needless concern for • our ^ 
friends and clients'*. saidMs ^ 
Hamilton. “The airline- hasY 
made every effort to resolve 
the issAe, but sadly was'un&ble 
to do so. However, Jordan,will 
not be affected by srdKb:.*?’ 
tion". - T.tSrfc*-. 

Ms Hamilton did ; stJggcsf ■ 
that people booked on continn - 
ing flights from Lbtidpn'^ 
Heathrow should contact. ; BA 
office to confirm their reserva¬ 
tion and/or make "alternative 
travel arrangements. App#* 1- 
mately 55' percent of alTflie 
tercontinental flights ' from 
Heathrow will be in ojxiralipe*- 
as will 35 percent of the Euro - 
pean service anri the interconti- - 
neural flights from GatwCck. 
This should minimize theJBW&-_ 
ber of people inconvenienced 

by the possible disrnptiphJfl - > 
the schedule. 

Clients with on go ing.tickets ... 
can contact (828-80I>' 
formation 
flights.* 
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An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan Al Asmar 




Anti Israeli signs cause a stir 

■ Is a stand being taken or is ii jusi a few fluiterings. 
nere and there. Two Amman shopkeepers last week 
decided to make their views known. One in Al Abdalti pul 
a sucker on his shop window that said "No Israeli’s 
allowed.' Majeed Hatter told AD Dusiour that Israeli 
tourists would stand beside his shop windows and take 
photographs. The other shop, owned bv Waddah Bar- 
ghouti. was in Amman's Fourth Circle. A sign said “No 
dogs, no Jews’’ allowed.” Pernicious, it must he said, hm 
the authorities made a move to arrest the owners after 
Israel lodged a formal complaint to the Embassy of Jordan 
in Tel Aviv. Even during his arrest. Hatter was adamant. 
He said that he does not want to deal with Israelis and that 
nobody can lorce him to. The government is furious but is 
trying to play down the affair. The two men. which have 
been arrested, were later released. Minister of Information 
Affairs Samir Mulaweh said that the Kingdom would not 
allow its citizens to post anti-Israeli signs in their shops. 
However, he conceded that such action may have come as 
a result of the deadlocked peace process. 

Earthquake myths 

■ Earthquakes! They are going to happen in Jordan and 
the region, they are about to happen, they could he 
destructive. This is what we have been hearing at a 
constant rate during the Iasi few years. Of course, 
earthquakes did take place like the one in Aqaba but 
nothing on the scale that we have been led to believe. 
Professor Najeeb Abu Karaki. speaking in the Institute of 
Diplomacy, said no one can predict an earthquake. He 
added that the possibility of an earthquake in Jordan is no 
more than a media hype spumed by commercial interests. 
Abu Karaki. who is an earthqu ke expert at the University 
of Jordan, spoke frankly. He said the earthquake rumors 
are basically made to either increase ihe premiums on 
insurance or to decrease the price of land. He also strongly 
rejected the claim that the last earthquake in Aqaba was 
the result of Israeli nuclear resting in the Red Sea. 

Hot politics or female politics 

■ Oh no, its politics again, you might say. But there is a 
lot happening. On one side of the scale we have another 
woman standing for the next parliamentary election. 
Surprise; surprise, she’s non. other, than Tojan Faisal's 
sister. Will Laila Faisal have the same fire brand qualities 
as her sister, everybody is asking. She might. Laila has 
been a very close confidante of our outspoken Lower 
House deputy ever since she entered into politics. 
However, Laila could be more mellow. She will be 
fighting for Amman’s Fifth District. Bui the political 
arena seems a lot more exciting Lhan it was a couple of 
weeks ago. It seems fairly certain that former Prime. 
Minister Taher Al Masri will join forces with former 
Prime Minister Ahmed ObeidaL and form a new political 
party. What is even more interesting is that IAF Secretary 
General Dr Ishaq Al Farhan is threatening to move to the 
new party, if his own decides not to participate in the 
coming elections. Also Sulieman Arar of the Al 
Mustaqbal could throw in the towel and join the 
Masri/Obeidat axis. But these are possibilities and 
anything could happen in the wonderful world of politics! 

Not to be deported 

■ The spokesman of the Muslim Brotherhood. Mr 
Mohammad Al Sayyed is to be allowed to stay in Jordan 
after all This followed rumors that he was to be deported 
back to Syria. In a report published in Al Quds. Islamic 
Action Front spokesman Hamza Mansour said that the 
..overnment has allowed Al Sayyed to stay in Jordan. Mr 
Mansour said that this decision was taken partly because 
of Muslim Brotherhood pressure and partly because of 
humanitarian reasons. 

Group wedding is the talk of town 

■ The biggest ever group wedding will take place in 

, rtn 17 Julv Fifteen couples from Amman. Zerqa 
fnd Balqa’ will jo'n tLnds in a Ceremony at the A! .ft ihad 
arta T . l h ar hnur The group wedding which is 

organized by the Al A faf Charity, is the third of its kind to 
be~perfornied in the Kingdom. 

Riots in Jabal Al Tnjj 

_ t- nt hhl Al Tail was only contained when the 

■ Trouble at cur r ew The trouble which 

P ° ,lC r between' Careessians and Jordanians of 
deyeioped bet ^ ^ off whe n a youth was 

Palestinian ortg ^ ljce movc d in after 

kmlcd by a .^essm y both cominunities geare d 

thousandths P^P became embroiled, some 
up , n conlronuftom 1PJ and u was repor ted ifa* one 
police officers • J After the police gamed 

pohcc car was t ted at | eas t 50 people. This is 

CC Ti°fi« to that individual fights develop into 

""i Jivennes in Jabal AJ Taij. 

Complaining M Arab a, You . 

■ A ^ let by ^ lsrae |i 

newspaper compta” | people who want visas » enter 
Embassy m Amman oijkv waiting since 29 

Israel- The Jordanian sad^ hfu by the 
May. He added that tap po won{jered whether the 
embassy since to ™ Aviv behaved in the same way 

Jordanian Embassy m Tel * v ”.f coulUiy . I( is true ihn 
lo Israeli tourists coming » to . Efflbassy in Al 

on- 

Direct flights ^tween o 

Kuwait Start ^ first of * two n.ghtsa 

■S 5 Sr= 5 «-=— 
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Prince Hassan delivers 
major speech in Hungary 


HIS ROYAL Highness Crown Prince Hassan paid a 
two-day working trip in Hungary. Monday. Tues¬ 
day. as pari or a worldwide lour lhal look the Prince 
K» Turkey, the United Slates, the UK. Switzerland 
and Hungary. 

Prince Hassan mel Hungarian President Arpad 
Goncz and oihcr top officials, where he explained 
Jordan's position on ihe peace process. Jerusalem, 
and Israeli settlements. He said Jordan has a vision 

of a new region where countries and peoples can 

live together in peace. The strengthening of bilateral 
relations between the two countries, was also the 
subject of discussion. 

Prince Hassan. who was accompanied by Foreign 
Minisler Dr Faycz Al Tarawnch and Minister of 
Trade and Industry Dr Haiti Al Mutki. also 
addressed a large gathering of eminent scholars in 
Budapest. He said I rims-regional, collaborative cul¬ 
ture that was the dunning feature of ihe Mediterra¬ 
nean civilization in the eighth io the loth century, is 
Inow] on the rebound alter centuries of abeyance.” 

Prince Hassan was speaking to ihe Internal if mat 
Congress of Asian and North African Studies, that 
was held in the capital. 

“None of us can change history.” he told the 
meeting that was attended by 1.5(H) experts from 70 
countries that included Asia. Europe. North Africa 
and the Middle East. "But we can and must, use the 
lessons of the past tn rcinvigorate the present fur the 
betterment of all.” Prince Hassan returned to Jordan. 
Tucsdav niaht. ■ 








HRH Prince Hassan kisses a 
the Hungarian language. 


Koran that b translated 


PM criticizes Israelis 


stance on peace 


PRIME MINISTER Abdul Sal- 
am Majali criticized Israel's 
hardline stance regarding its 
commitments to a comprehen¬ 
sive peace. 

Following talks with Presi¬ 
dent Hosni Mubarak in Cairo, 
Sunday. Dr Majali remarked on 
the stubbornness of the Israeli 
leadership. 

He said that "without the re¬ 
turn of' occupied Arab lands and 
the establishment of an indepen¬ 
dent Palestinian state with Jeru¬ 
salem as its capital” there can 
be no peac.?. 

As concerns Jordan's partici¬ 
pation iti MENA's Doha sum¬ 
mit. Dr Majali said that Jordan's 
decision on Ihe meeting de¬ 
pends on the circumstances and 
the progress of the peace pro¬ 
cess." He also stressed that Jor¬ 
dan’s decision depended on that 
of the ‘Arab Nation, and that 
even the Jordan treaty with Is¬ 
rael was aimed "to serve Arab 
interests.” 

Dr Majali also said that Jor- 


market and , _._ _ _"__ 

we Have no prime Minister Majali with Egyptian President Husni Mubarak in Cairn, Sunday. 
reservation 
about this is¬ 
sue whatsoever”, said Dr Maja- has been formed to organize cial markets and encoura 

li- meetings to link their finan- joint investment projects ■ 
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This Saturday defence strikes back 

Prosecutor asks court 
to condemn Dakamseh 

MILITARY PROSECUTORS last Saturday asked a live-member 
military tribunal to convict CpI.. Ahmad Al Dakamseh of “premedi¬ 
tated murder in the killing of seven Israeli schoolgirls." a crime dial 
carries a mandatory death sentence. 

"How would you feel if 
the victims were your daugh¬ 
ters. Ll Col. Muhannad 
Hijazi. asked the five-judge 
military tribunal in a speech 
summing up his case. 

Prosecutor Hijazi pleaded 
that the court "find him 
[Dakamseh] guilty of all 

charges and to punish him 
according to the law." 

The defendant is on trial 
for allegedly gunning down 
the Israeli girls during a 13 
March field trip in the north¬ 
ern Jordan Valley. 

Five other girls and a 
teacher were also wounded. 

Dakamseh is charged with 
premeditated murder, 

attempted murder, mutiny 
and illegally firing from his Dakamseh 
weapon. 

If found guilty of premedi¬ 
tated murder. Dakamseh. 26. could receive the death penalty from a 
court that heard Israeli witnesses for the first time in Jordan's 
histary. 

Hijazi said evidence presented during ihe five-week trial also 
implicated Dakamseh of "raising arms" against fellow soldiers who 
tried to overpower him as he opened fire from his guard post. 

Dakamseh. who pleaded innocent, says he fired because the girls 
mocked and laughed at him as he prayed. 

Hijazi said that Dakamseh asked fora rifle and extra ammunition 
on the day of the shooting, at the border tern ton* of Baqoura. which 
Jordan redeemed after signing the peace treaty. Baqoura is now 
leased to Israel for a 25-year period. 

He said Dakamseh hinted at his plans to one of his army com¬ 
rades on the morning of the killing and smiled at another as he 
loaded his rifle just seconds before opening lire. 

Testimonies of psychologists from the Defense claimed that the 
defendant is mentally unstable, and he is not responsible for his 
actions in a hid to convince the court lhal the act wits not premedi¬ 
tated but occurred during j fit of rage. 

In his two-hour speech. Hijazi said Dakamseh “has deliberately 
killed the innocent Israeli girls." 

The court has heard that Dakamseh suffered a personality disor¬ 
der. But while prosecution psychiatrists say the disorder did not 
cause mental instability, defense medical experts said such a condi¬ 
tion could make patients unconscious of their acts. Dakamsch's 
family says he had fits of rage and tried to commit suicide years 
ago. 

The case was adjourned until this coming Saturday when the 
defense lawyer. Hussein Mjalii. will wrap up its case. ■ 
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sue whatsoever”, said Dr Maja¬ 
li. 

The Prime Minister saw this 
as a basic step to complete Arab 
economic unity. The two sides 
staled that a joint committee 


cial markets and encourage 
joint investment projects ■ 
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Starting May 2nd, you can indulge in an 
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of Latin music featuring a live 
performance by the Paraguayan Duo. 
The wide selection of tasty dishes 
includes a variety of Continental and 
International appetizers, juices, entrees 
and desserts. 

So join us every Friday between 11 AM -3 PM 

Price: JD 12++ 

1/2 price for children 



J. Jimenez Rios and Manuel S'amaniego Rios 

. For more information, please contact 
Miss Yara at 641361, ext 2239. 


HOTEL 

INTERrCONTTONTAL 

JORDAN 


































•y gy-« tl 'y 


lOJULYSa 


4 THE STAR 


We did our best! 




£44 




- jl 



The summit should be postponed 

THE DOHA Economic Summit, planned for November of this year, is becoming 
the center of political controversy in the Arab world. It is threatening to deepen 
existing divisions among Arab countries, which, to say the least, does not bode 
well for the success of this economic venue. As usual, Israel is in Lhe heart of the 
controversy. The host country, Qatar, insists that it will go ahead with plans to 
hold the conference, which will be attended by the Zionist state. Saudi Arabia 
and Syria, among others, are leading the campaign to boycott the meeting. 

Their objections are based on the fact that the peace process is crippled and that 
rewarding Israel, by inviting it to participate in the Doha summit, will only en¬ 
hance its hard-line position towards meeting its obligations under the peace ac¬ 
cords. On the other hand, there are those who see the summit as an opportunity to 
pressure Israel into changing its policies and salvage the peace process. Both 
camps are unable to come to a compromise at this stage. Either way, Israel ap¬ 
pears to be the only winner. There is no doubt that US pressure on Qatar and other 
countries has a lot to do with the current crisis. The US position is clear. It seeks 
to reward Israel and bolster its ranking in the region regardless of its responsibili¬ 
ties towards regional peace. 

The Middle East and North Africa Economic Conference, first launched in 
1994 in Casablanca, was a product of the historic breakthrough between the Arabs 
and Israel after decades of hostility. Its main objective was to create regional ec¬ 
onomic cooperation in order to back up the political process represented in the 
Middle East peace process. 

It was an idea promoted jointly by the United States and Israel, and few years 
ago it may have made good sense. But for more than a year, since the assassina¬ 
tion of Yitzhak Rabin and the election of Benjamin Netanyahu, that process has 
been eroding until it reached a stage where it is virtually dead. 

There can be little disagreement as to who stands behind the degeneration in the 
peace process. Under Netanyahu, Israel has changed agendas and is no longer 
willing to meet its obligations under the successive peace accords. The situation 
in East Jerusalem, Hebron and Gaza today is a case in point. It would be ludicrous 
for the Arabs to ignore the dangerous turnaround that has taken place since Netan¬ 
yahu assumed power in Israel and move on as if nothing has happened. 

The Doha summit should not take place when Israel is seeking ways to legiti¬ 
mize its occupation of Arab .and . Palestinian lands. That occupation remains the 
core of the Arab-Isracli conflict. The Arabs should not give Israel, and the United 
States, the excuse to drive another wedge into our region. The planned summit 
should be postponed until the political process is brought back to life. ■ 



Hasson Salamah, a Hamas activist, smiles as he listens to the 46 life sentences that was 
passed down on him by an Israeli court, Monday. Salameh was convicted of carrying out 
three suicide bombings in Israel which killed 46 people last year. 
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Israel’s Barak sees no 
similarities with Bibi 


By Lally Weymouth 

EHUD BARAK, 55, the charismatic new 
leader of Israel's Labor Party, does not go 
unarmed into a war of words. Earlier. 
Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu's jus¬ 
tice minister. Tzachi Hanegbi, claimed in 
the Israeli parliament that Barak, a former 
chief of staff, had once fled the site of an 
army training accident, leaving wounded 
men behind. Barak struck back fiercely, 
saying he had known the prime minister's 
brother Yonathan. a member of a crack 
commando unit who was killed during a 
raid to rescue a civilian airliner in Entebbe 
in 1976, and adding: “I am telling you, he 
would be ashamed of you today. I am also 
ashamed along with the endre Israeli pub¬ 
lic." 

The Labor Party's new leader was him¬ 
self the leader of an elite commando unit, 
and later served as chief of military intelli¬ 
gence. chief of staff of the Israeli defense 
forces and as foreign minister. As for his 
politics, so me argue that today there isn't 
much difference in outlook between oppo¬ 
sition leader Barak and Prime Minister Ne¬ 
tanyahu. Sitting in his office recently, Ba¬ 
rak disagreed, insisting, "I don't see any 
similarity." He distanced himself from Ne¬ 
tanyahu even to the extent of saying he had 
warned the prime minister to "be careful of 
the rule of law." Barak noted that Netanya¬ 
hu has attacked the media, the army and 
the establishment. Indeed, the Labor leader 
charged that Netanyahu has "blinded his 
eyes to a major attack on the supreme 
court by the ultra orthodox." He added. 
“It's quite a disturbing administration." 

Barak, who sees himself as the succes¬ 
sor to the late Prime Minister Yitzhak Ra¬ 
bin (“He was my commander, my mentor, 
my friend"), charges that Netanyahu has 
lost the trust that Rabin and Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres engendered in both Presi¬ 
dent Mubarak of Egypt and His Majesty 
King Hussein of Jordan. 

I asked about Har Homa. the settlement 
that Netanyahu has been building in East 
Jerusalem, which has provoked an outcry 
in the Western and Arab worlds. It is. ac¬ 
cording to Barak, a prime example of a 
Netanyahu policy failure. Although the 
prime minister has declared that his goal is 
to reduce Arab expectations and to make 
Israel's position in Jerusalem stronger, Ba¬ 
rak says that the result has been that “Israel 
has been weakened in Jerusalem in the last 
year and (that) the Palestinians are more 
involved in the daily life of Jerusalem— 
there’s more activity in Orient House. 
Only the rhetoric has been strengthened." 

What would he have done about Har 


Homa had he been in office? 

Barak claims that he would 
not have begun the project at 
this particular time. He ad¬ 
mits that Har Homa was ap¬ 
proved by the Rabin and 
Peres governments, but points 
out that unlike Netanyahu, 
neither Labor prime minister 
actually began the controver¬ 
sial project. Barak admits he 
might one day build Har 
Homa. but says at that mo¬ 
ment he would also build 
housing for Palestinians in 
East Jerusalem. 

Barak says he plans to ren¬ 
ovate the Labor Party and 
“give it new momentum, re¬ 
shape its agenda." Currently, 
many Israelis see Labor as the 
party of the elite, dedicated to 
giving away land to the Ar¬ 
abs. But Barak says that the 
public knows he will never 
relinquish any vital asset of 
the land of Israel: 'This gives 
me a kind of credibility that 
can compensate for our being 
a little bit left of Likud for the 
time being." 

Barak stresses that he be¬ 
lieves Netanyahu is moving Barak 
toward what he describes as a 
“Rabin-like" approach to the 
peace process. He says Netanyahu is not 
an ideologue, and that he may even make a 
peace treaty with the Palestinians. Why? 
Because above all else, Barak argues, the 
Israeli prime minister is committed to his 
political survival. As for Netanyahu's re¬ 
cent plan to return 40 percent of the West 
Bank to the Palestinians, he says “it's just 
talk." 

Some argue that the only hope for Ne¬ 
tanyahu is to escape from his right-wing 
coalition partners and form a unity govern¬ 
ment with the Labor Party. Would Barak 
consider such an idea? “It's not inconceiv¬ 
able in case of a full-scale war or a major 
catastrophe." he said. Otherwise, he sees 
his role as trying to persuade people to re¬ 
place the Likud-led government with a La¬ 
bor government. 

Barak worries that there may be re¬ 
newed violence on the West Bank with the 
Palestinians and on Israel's northern bor¬ 
der with Syria. “We have nothing to gain," 
he says bleakly. “After renewed violence 
we will bury our losses, and they will bury 
theirs. Then, we'll sit down to the negotiat¬ 
ing table and negotiate the same issues. 
Without the peace process, there will be no 
security," he said. The alternative is terror¬ 



ism and increased defense spending. More¬ 
over, Barak believes that if Lhe peace pro¬ 
cess grinds to a halt, the Israeli economy 
may head into a recession. Thus, were he 
elected prime minister, he’d resume nego¬ 
tiations with the Palestinians and the Syri¬ 
ans and try to restore the good relation¬ 
ships Israel formerly enjoyed with 
President Mubarak and King Hussein. 

About 10 years ago, an Israeli magazine 
wrote a feature article about two young 
men, Benjamin Netanyahu and Ehud Ba¬ 
rak—predicting that one day they would 
lead their parties and their country. This 
prediction has come true. The torch has 
passed from the aging founders of the 
state—Menachem Begin. Yitzhak Shamir. 
Rabin and Peres—who ruled Israel for so 
long to a new generation—Netanyahu and 
Barak. So far. Netanyahu is stumbling af¬ 
ter one year in office. Elections are not 
scheduled to be held for three years. But in 
Israel, the unpredictable often happens. 
And, sooner or later, it's a good bet that 
Ehud Barak will gel a chance to try his 
hand at leadership. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


Orphaned by the 
Khmer Rouge 


Children Of Cambodia's 
Killing Fields, By Dith 
Prau. Yale University 
Press, £16 l 95, 119 pages. 


Reviewed by Kieran 
Cooke 

UNDERSTATEMENT CAN 
be a terrifying thing. Susie 
Hem was five years old when 
Pol Pot and his murderous 
Khmer Rouge swept into 
Phnom Penh in early 1975. 
Four and a half years later the 
Vietnamese invaded. “We were 
freed from Pol Pot's dictator¬ 
ship and rudeness.” 

Rudeness? More than 1.5 
million killed. Torture on a 
massive scale. Anyone with 
glasses condemned as an intel¬ 
lectual, taken out and 
hacked to death. The starv¬ 
ing forced into cannibal- C 
ism. 

Susie is now a beauti¬ 
cian in Long Beach. Cali¬ 
fornia. Few of those she 
polishes and preens can 
have any inkling of the 
horrors sbe has endured. 

"Pol Pot forced all of us to 
work. If someone didn't 
work hard, he or she 
would be killed in front of 
other people. We worked 
frorH five in the morning 
until dark. We got to rest 
for only 10 minutes, twice 
a day...Eveiy night many 
families were being killed 
by Pbl Pot’s soldiers." 

How Susie and hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of fel¬ 
low Cambodians survived 
such times is a remarkable 
testament to humanity's 
strength and resilience. 

How they manage to re¬ 
flect on those years with 
such poise and equanimity 
is nothing short of miracu¬ 
lous. 

What drove the Khmer 
Rouge to such depths of 
barbarity is the big, unan¬ 
swered question an excur¬ 
sion into a world gone 
mad. 

Dith Pran, the Cambodi¬ 
an associate of US journal¬ 
ist Sydney Schanberg 
whose experiences were 
portrayed in-the film The 
Killing Fields, has gath¬ 
ered together 29 accounts 
of those caught up in die 
Khmer Rouge butchery. 
They are short, simply (ft 
told tales, all the more M 


gripping as a result. 

On April 16 1975. Srcytouch 
Svay-Ryser. then seven, was 
excitedly preparing for the 
Cambodian New Year’s cele¬ 
bration at her sister's house in 
Phnom Pfinh. Gifts were being 
wrapped, food cooked. A tank 
went past the house. Khmer 
Rouge soldiers, some as young 
as 12 and all dressed in black, 
ordered the family at gunpoint 
to leave the capital. 

The official stray was that the 
US was about to bomb Phnom 
Penh. After a time, the reality 
sunk in. The Khmer Rouge, 
formed in the countryside and 
deeply suspicious of urban 
dwellers, wanted to send all city 
people to the rice fields and jun¬ 
gle whether they died or not in 
the process was irrelevant. 


“They told us we were void. 
We were less than a grain of 
rice in a large pile. The Khmer 
Rouge said that the Communist 
revolution could be successful 
with only two people. Our lives 
had no significance to their 
great Communist nation, and 
they told us, ‘To keep you is no 
benefit, to destroy you is no 
loss."’ 

Yuokimny Chan was 14 in 
1975. At first he had no fear 
of the Khmer Rouge. "These 
soldiers were our countrymen. 
We had no reason not to be¬ 
lieve them...leaving Phnom 
Penh was an adventure. Thou¬ 
sands of people were leaving 
at the same time. The streets 
and sidewalks were covered 
with people carrying bags and 
cars crept along slowly in the 
congestion. There was so 
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much noise." 

Soon death was the only 
sight and sound Yuokimny 
would experience. He walked 
for two and half months. Un¬ 
used to life in the countryside, 
the family soon succumbed to 
malaria and elder brothers were 
beaten to death. (To save bul¬ 
lets the Khmer Rouge killed by 
beating people with the back of 
a hoe or with bamboo poles.) 

Children were encouraged to 
inform on their parents. 
"Familyism." a Khmer Rouge 
term for missing one's loved 
ones, became a crime, often 
punishable by death. Children 
were suppose! to devote them¬ 
selves to Angka, the Khmer 
Rouge high command. 

As their world was brutally 
turned upside down, many of 
these children became desper¬ 
ate. “I wanted to commit 
aw suicide but I couldn’t." 
says Teeda Butt Mam, 
then 15 years old. “If I 
did, f would be labelled 
the enemy because I 
dared to show my un¬ 
happiness with theii re¬ 
gime. My death would 
be^followed by my fami¬ 
ly’s death because they 
were the family of the 
enemy." 

Even after the night¬ 
mare was over many of 
these children- still had 
to endure years of suf¬ 
fering being beaten and 
robbed by border guards 
in Thailand and spend¬ 
ing months on end in 
refugee camps, uncer¬ 
tain of their fate. It is a 
continuing indictment 
of the world community 
that Khmer Rouge lead¬ 
ers have not been pun¬ 
ished for their crimes. 

Dith Pran has photos 
of each of the contribu¬ 
tors, most now settled in 
the US. There is little 
bitterness in the faces, 
only freshness and opti¬ 
mism. Yet behind the 
smiles is the sadness of 
a lost childhood and a 
lost home. “Sometimes I 
sit down and cry nnrt 
think about the past," 
says one of the survi¬ 
vor- “But life goes on, 
and I have to learn to 
take care of myself." ■ 




(News hem: The U.S. is pushing Cambodia for the exraditfon and trial, by an International 
tribunal tor crimes against humanity, of former Khmer Rouge Strongman Pot Pot) 
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ONE HAS to bejos^ 

when writing abour the quefe 

don of a debate 

ternal countries lest ; tney^«5 

annoyed at the 

we just might hav eapgggpy 

view. The ^dfnc 

is also valid conc^mng: 

friendly states. 

This reasoning wad s qog 
to assume that Jordan 
only country willing tdvbear 
accusations and insults that.-: 
occasionally come 

Case in mind, is die 
sophisticated Kuwaiti Tcfcvfi ?; 
sion program which, myite - 
participants, via satemte,jto, 
discuss issues. . - 

The subject was.the 1 
invasion of KuwaiL.antfcfle, 
hosts linked Jordanian guess' 
to the program. Front'me * 
outset, it should be stressed^ 
that this in no way shouldh^ 
thought of as influencing^; 
exchange of flights between^ 
Amman and Kuwait 

The program, reached* 
some conclusions; primsnty^ 
that Jordan did not use suita 1 ? 
ble terms concerning tbeTG^ 
wait invasion, eg the usage.; 
of the term "invasion", on- \ 
August 1990. Also, that Jor-*: 
dan should apologize to Kur?. 
wait for the position takenby 
the government and people-, 
during the invasion, and that.: 
frank" and open discussions 
should precede any recontiB- 
aiion. . ' 

There is nothing new In¬ 
dus respect, for those de¬ 
mands. have been going on 
since the liberation ofKu-’: 
wait. This being, despite H&:: 
Majesty King Hussein ex¬ 
plaining Jordan's position':, 
clearly. The same message- 1 
was reiterated regionally as-, 
well as internationally by 
Crown Prince Hasson. Yet ; 
we stilt remain at square one . 
with our Kuwaiti brothers,, 
despite the great improve¬ 
ment in relations with our 
Gulf brothers. 

It must be understood, that, 
when Jordan avoided the us- • 
age of the term “invasion" in 
reference to the crisis after 3. 
August, it was an elementary, 
move in diplomacy. A move, 
in which aine country (Jor-*; 
dan) was mediating so as to 
effect an Iraqi withdrawal, 
without any aggravation. Jor¬ 
dans' mediatory role was not 
effective, because no one on 
the scene wanted it to be. 

Thus, Jordans' efforts 
were crippled, and we ended 
up being accused of not us¬ 
ing the proper terminology;.:, 
which we would have been- 
thanked for otherwise; As 
for apologizing, it was stated 
on this program that an apol¬ 
ogy is important for the Kn-. 
waiti people, it was also stat¬ 
ed there is a precedence for 
that—-die example given be¬ 
ing the apology to Syria 

It must be said though, 
that Jordan is grand enough 
to apologize, when an apolo¬ 
gy is necessary which was 
dte case with Syria. Jordan 
did indeed apologies when 
facts emerged that there were 
various groupings working 
against the Syrian interests 
using Jordanian cover. But. 
Kuwaitis want an apology 
for our principled position.. 
A position that sought Arab 
solutions to Arab disaster. A - 
position that would have 
saved our Kuwaiti brothers 
from the agony of occupa¬ 
tion, and saved Iraq from. 
what followed. Are we in 
Jordan wrong, to have want¬ 
ed to save our Arab brothers 
from mutual annihilation ? 
And wans the Jordanian peo 
pie wrong, when they re¬ 
jected an international solu¬ 
tion to an Arab problem.. 
which everyone knew would 
destroy Iraq and .bankrupt 
Kuwait? 

As for the is&ie of frank • 
discussions before any rec¬ 
onciliation, Jordan had ini¬ 
tiated many suggestions in 
this respect. The choice is 
that of our Kuwaiti brothers 
regarding discussion levels. 
Whether at a leadership lev¬ 
el, government, or parlia¬ 
mentary, or as the Crown 
Prince Hassan suggested, 
even at the Arab Thought 
Forum leveL But it still 
seems, our Kuwaiti brothers 
prefer the wavelengths as 
appropriate media for hold¬ 
ing discussions. Jordan has 
always anticipated such dis¬ 
cussions, for there is no alter¬ 
native to negotiating recon¬ 
ciliation. 

In modern history , Ger¬ 
many invaded France three 
times within 75 years. Yet, 
they are now the nucleus of 
the European Union. 
Clearly, we must follow 
such an example, but first 
we must get out of. oar pri¬ 
mordial mode, of thought 
that would require over. 
four million Jordanians to 
pay apologies in front of 
the Kuwaiti embassy. H 
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Business 

scene 


B Non-Jordanian invest¬ 
ment at the Amman Fi¬ 
nancial Market last June 
recorded a sharp increase 
of JD 15 million (this in¬ 
cludes Arab and foreign 
purchases and invest- 
mentsj. The volume of 
purchases over the first 
half of this year hit JD 
39.5 million compared 
with JD 24 million in the 
same period last year. 

Wahib A! Shaer. AFM 
general director saw that 
the size of non-Jordanian 
investments increase as 
encouraged by the last 
measures embarked on 
by the Central Bank to 
increase foreign owner¬ 
ship share in the market. 
This also enhances the 
confidence of Arab and 
foreign investors in en¬ 
couraging the investment 
climate in Jordan, espe- 
, eiaily the removal of all 
restrictions on the move¬ 
ment of foreign curren¬ 
cies in Jordan." 

B The Housing Tourism 
and Hole! Investment 
Co., has recently been es¬ 
tablished in Jordan at a 
JD capital 20 million. 
About 50% of the com¬ 
pany is owned by the 
Housing Bank, and the 
rest by one of the Arab 
investment companies 
specialized in hotel in¬ 
vestment 

The new company has 
already bought the Fone 
Grande hotel from the 
Housing Bank for $40 
million. The Housing 
Bank made this deal to 
encourage Arab investors 
and attract foreign cur¬ 
rency. These would then 
be invested in tourism, 
hotels sector and help in 
the growth of economic 
and social development. 

■ The giant American 
oil company “Shell” has 
started its oil shale exca¬ 
vations in an area about 
30 Kilometers away 
from Amman. 

Shell has already 
launched its initial stud¬ 
ies through drilling ap¬ 
praisal wells in the area, 
to take samples of the oil 
shale and estimate the 
potential and feasibility 
for extracting this sub- ; 
stance. 

Oil shale extraction 
over the past few years 
was not given that much 
importance, because of 
lack of adequate technol¬ 
ogy. its high cost and the 
uncertain economic fea¬ 
sibility. However. Shell 
owns such technology 
that can help in curtail¬ 
ing the costs. 

■ Japan is studying the 
financing of a Jordanian 
water project that would 
cost $70 million. The 
project aims to expand 
the AI Zai pumping sta¬ 
tion by 90 million cubic 
meters of water. 
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Aqaba hopes to revive 
activity in the south 



AMMAN (Star)— 

Transforming Aqaba into a 
free trade zone and the related 
plans that are underway to 
make such a dream into reali¬ 
ty. is expected to prosper the 
southern pan of the Kingdom. 
Sources expect this pan of ihe 
country to see a hype in con¬ 
struction and that the demand 
for land will even triple. 

According to Dr Jawad 
Anani. deputy prime minister 
for development affairs, the 
average size of the Tree zone 
in Aqaba is expected to be 23 
square kilometers. It covers 
the city of Aqaba, its coast¬ 
line and can extend to the in¬ 
ternational airport and the 
Saudi border. 

However, to achieve such a 
target new regulations have to 
be introduced. These include 
financial and lax legislations 
to attract investment and 
make Aqaba, an attractive de¬ 
velopment model. 

Aqaba then, can become vi¬ 
tal to the national economy 
and to function as an interface 
between Jordan's economy 
and those of the neighboring 
countries. There is an official 
trend to exempt hotels, indus¬ 
trial and service projects in 
Aqaba from up to 75 percent 
of income tax to encourage in¬ 
vestments. 


However, investors and for¬ 
warding agents don't sec the 
current activity in the Aqaba 
port as encouraging. They 
point out that it is suffering 
from ihc continuous decline 
in transit imports destined to 
go to Iraq because of UN 
sanctions. 

But still those do not deny 
(hat movement has improved 
after the partial lifting of UN 
sanctions on Iraq last year. 

What worsened the situa¬ 
tion is the election of a new 
hardline right-wing Israeli 
government last year, as 
investors remain unwilling to 
risk and employ their capital 
in either industrial or touristic 
enterprises next to the port. 

According to recent statis¬ 
tics made by the Jordanian 
Shipping Agents Association, 
the gross tonnage (including 
imported, exported and re¬ 
exported cargo to Iraq) rose 
only two percent in 1996 to 
reach 12.8 million compared 
with 11.7 million in 1995. 

In 1996. Iraq imported 
345325 tons of sugar, rice and 
wheat via Aqaba, compared to 
685065 tons in 1995. This 
a 50 percent decline, 
requires paying more 
to restore the former 



Despite being an uphill struggle, Aqaba is set on the road to prosperity 


shows 

which 

efforts 

level. 

The 


volume of Iraqi 


imports via Aqaba was 6.1 
million tons in 1989. In 198H. 
activity at Aqaba reached its 
peak. During that year, the 
port handled the delivery of 
about 20 million tons, a third 
of which was destined to 
Iraq. 

Over I9y5 and 1996. Iraqi 


Insurance sector given extra 

space 



- '* THE MINISTRY of Trade and Industry is 
to extend:the ‘grace period” for the msn- 
. - catopajries to rase their capital to 
V jD 2 miiBoh;:This is to comply with the 
: new amendments of ihe Insurance Law. 

It kgpod news for companies. However, 
' ; Jprdau- Federation. for Insurance 

* ;, Campatqes, has - bees calting For a oiini- 
" of tWyears so that the com- 

-U patties .dm get then- house in order. 

. : Iif,; 1995^ ah. Insurance law passed which 
v^tipulated/tiiat capital increase should be 
:- m&de byiheend of Ihe year. . 


Companies are still grumbling. They 
have been forced to increase their capital 
from JD 600.000 to the preseat JD 2 mil¬ 
lion figure. 

Most have found the extra cash, how¬ 
ever there arc still 12 companies that need 
to cough up the capital. Hie most likely 
solution for them is to merge or rise close 
down. 

This step made by the government 
hopes to streamline the insurance market 
and make it one that would meet the chal-. 
lenges of the new era. ■ 


purchases of wheat, rice and 
sugar decreased. The main 
re;-'on behind that was that 
lra s wanted to get rid of its 
reserve of these materials, in 
the hope of new shipments to 
arrive laicr in the light of the 
implementation of "the UN/ 

1 raq oil lor food formula. 
The deal which was approved 
in December of last year 
allows Iraq to sell its oil at $ 

2 billion over six months in 
the exchange of humanitarian 
needs, such as foodstuffs and 
pharmaceuticals. 

Iraq has many limes reiter¬ 
ated that it will give Aqaba 
priority in receiving its ship¬ 
ment*. over the Urn Qasr Iraqi 
Port. 

Some shippers and for- ■ 
warders hope that Aqaba will 
handle at least 20 percent of 
Iraqi purchases from cereals. 

Last Saturday, a ship car¬ 
rying 55.tn.JU tons of French 
wheat -arrived at the port. 
Discharge of the cargo start 
soon. 


So. this brings good news 
for Jordanian road truckers. 
About 2300 trucks are now 
needed to carry the shipments 
to Iraq and this may put an 
end to a prevailing recession 
in the market. - 

This is the third vessel to 
arrive at Aqaba since the oil 
for food deaj was approved 
last December, 1996. 

Two more vessels carrying 
wheat also are also expected 
to dock at Aqaba next month. 

As for cruise ships that 
arrived at Aqaba, available 
figures indicate that the total 
number of these ships was 
last year 106 carrying 16130 
tourists who visited the south¬ 
ern part of Jordan, mainly 
Petra. This is very high com¬ 
pared with only 60 cruise 
ships in 1995 carrying 10.000 
tourists. 

Shipping lines and observ¬ 
ers are optimistic that Aqaba 
will see a noticeable activity 
in the very near future. ■ 




Al Fanek 


THE PERFORMANCE of Jordan's economy, its ups and 
downs, its growth and other related economic dimensions 
remainthe center of local and international interests. 

To reach a remedy for the series of economic distor¬ 
tions in the country, we have to pur our finger on the 
source of pain and come out with a radical solution. 
However, in -order to reach , 
such a stage, one must refer 
to facts and figures showing 
how far or how close we are 
from our target and aspira¬ 
tion to establish a healthy 
national economy and 
restore people's confidence. 

Of course, the process to 
improve and develop the 
style of living of people is a 
difficult task that naturally 
suffers from defects. Thus, 
requires doubled efforts. 

Latest figures released by 
the United Nations Develop-, 
mem Program (UNDP) on 
human development in Jor¬ 
dan and the competitiveness 

of its economy, show that wc are moving back and the sit¬ 
uation is not getting any better. 

According to UNDP's rankings, and in terms of human 
development, Jordan has declined from 70 to 84 among 
the 174 countries which the UN organization looked at. 
This means Jordan has been superseded by 14 countries. 

Also, figures released by the International Economic 
Forum in Switzerland (as published by the American 
Newsweek, June. 1997) pointed that Jordan's position fell 
from the rank of 28 to 43 among 55 countries. Economic 
expert Dr Fahad Al Fanek disagrees with such rankings. 

He adds that those who come up with such figures base 
their conclusion on the fact that the per capita share of the 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) fell by 4.4 percent, 
whereas in fact it has gone up by 2.2 percent. If such an 
error was corrected. Jordan's rankings would have been 
better. Al Fanek said. 

Referring to statistics on the competitive edge of any 
economy. Al Fanek said that the international Economic 
Forum sends a very long questionnaire to the Jordan Man¬ 
agement Institute; which in turn distributes it among large 
companies. Having not enough time to study the ques¬ 
tionnaire and provide accurate information, some com¬ 
pany directors send it back incomplete leaving it open for 
outsiders to conclude false facts that do not in any case 
truly reflect the real situation in Jordan. 

Such a case, absolutely distorts Jordan's image outside 
and “brings more critical eyes." AI Fanek maintains. This 
is also reinforced by some of our businessmen who whine 
and complain of weak economic performance continu¬ 
ously. Those who think, that such a way of thinking leads 
to improve the situation are definitely wrong and arc 
going too far in their pessimistic views. 

It is positive to criticize from the inside in order to 
improve and develop, while to build statistics on merely 
inaccurate figures is something that arouses confusion and 
disturbance. ■ 


Interest rates strategy 
maintains monetary policy 


THE INTER¬ 
EST rate issue 
and the policy 
of the Central 
Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) to keep 
them high to 
maintain the 
strength of the 
Jordanian dinar 
against other 
-currencies has 
been under 
criticism for 
many years. 

However, such 
a policy is seen 
by economic 
experts as an 
inevitable 
option that 
should remain to maintain the 
strength of the dinar against 
other currencies. 

Speaking on this issue, 
Mifleh Aqel. regional director 
in the Arab Bank gave a lecture 
at the Banks’ Society last Sat¬ 
urday, titled “Interest rates and 
the current situation". 

Aqel tackled the interest 
rates fluctuation from a theoret¬ 
ical and practical perspective 
and explained their effect on 

the Jordanian monelary sector. 

The lecturer concentrated on 
the development of monetary 
philosophy in the country and 
the role of interest rates in 
supervising ihe monetary indi¬ 
ces. which to a great extent 



helped the eco¬ 
nomic reform 
program 
launched since 
1989 to move 
forward 
successfully. 
Interest 

rates in Jordan 
have been 
going up stead¬ 
ily since 1992, 
the highest 
was in 1994. 
Aqel supports 
such a trend 
and argues that 
the interest 
rales are now 
an indirect but 
a main tool for 
monetary policy. 

Interest rates flotation led to 
a rise in their real price and 
people are encouraged to 
deposit their capital in banks to 
receive higher revenues. Such a 
development has left a positive 
effect on the volume of the 
dinar and enhanced CBJ's 
reserves. Also, this strategy is 
seen as a means to reach a cer¬ 
tain goal (reform and adjust¬ 
ment) and not a target in itself. 

Any change in interest rates 
is subject to the restructuring 
process in the national econ¬ 
omy and according to logical 
requirements. 

To bring evidence of the 
truthfulness of such phdoso- 


phy. Aqel said lhat the interest 
rates have lately started to go 
down and stabilize when the 
objectives behind former 
increases have been met. 

, Aqel stressed that economic 
reforms should continue in var¬ 
ious economic domains related 


to exports, deficits in the bal¬ 
ance of payment, trade balance 
and the stare's budget. Such a 
strategy is seen by Aqel as a 
healthy solution to control 
inflation and avoid another eco¬ 
nomic crisis such as (hat of 
198y. ■ 


Open skies, unqualified 
success for Air Canada 


JUST AS the Canada-US 
Skies agreement marks its 
second anniversary. Air Can¬ 
ada introduces its 34th new 
US route since the bilateral 
pact was signed. The airline 
has now s twice daily non¬ 
stop service between Toronto 



Lflfews Item: In a coa-airwg move deigned io create a leaner and more professional 
miliary. Russian Pres*3em Yeflran w^nls la reduce ms irooo sdemlh bv one third.» 


and Dallas-Fort Worth. 

Air Canada now operates 
more than 1.100 fights per 
week on 63 routes to cities 
across the USA. This repre¬ 
sents more non-stop service 
between Canada and the USA 
than any other carrier or alli¬ 
ance of carriers. 

The starting point for Lhis 
unparalleled burst of airline 
activity was the Canada-US 
Open Skies agreement. 
Signed on February 1995. it 
effectively opened the border 
to point-to point airline ser¬ 
vices between the two coun¬ 
tries. Overnight. Canadians 
trips to the US rose by 17.9 
percent last year from 1995 
levels and Americans made 
11.5 percent more trips to 
Canada. 

“Open Skies has been an 
unqualified success for Air 
Canada”, said Lamar Durrett, 
Air Canada president and 
CEO. “Business travellers in 
particular appreciate the ben¬ 
efits of Air Canada's Open 
Skies strategy of offering 
fast, point-to-point service 
with no 5tops, no hubs and no 
hassle. Our modern, fuel effi¬ 
cient fleet gives us that 
flexibility.” 

Both yield and load factors 
on Air Canada's transborder 
services have been ’steadily 
increasing, especially in year 
two of Open Skies. In 1996, 


the airline's US transborder 
revenues grew by C$ 230 mil¬ 
lion or 36 percent over 1995. 
Premium revenues from the 
airline's Executive Class 
increased by more than 50 
per- cent over the prior year. 

The singular success of Air 
Canada, in a marketplace 
srudded with US mega- 
carriers, can be partly attrib¬ 
uted to the carrier's modern, 
versatile fleet. The Canadair 
CL-65 regional jet. the Airbus 
A320 and A319 are perfectly 
suited to fast, convenient, 
hub-busting service. Air Can¬ 
ada is the first airline in North 
America to operate the 112- 
seat A319. The airline is tak¬ 
ing delivery of the new air¬ 
craft at ihe rale of approxi¬ 
mately two per month for a 
total of 35. The A 319 pro¬ 
vides a versatile 'step-up' air¬ 
craft from the Canadair jet. 

Together, these jets allow 
Air Canada to bypass big US 
fortress hubs, offering passen¬ 
gers efficient, comfortable 
non-stop service to many US 
cities never before available 
fFom Canada. Air Canada 
continues to win new fans in 
the USA readers of Busi¬ 
ness Traveller International 
magazine recently voted Air 
Canada the ‘besL airline for 
travel to Canada’ for the fifth 
consecutive year. ■ 
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Dubai approves final stages of 
EPPCO jet fuel pipeline project 


if .4 ' 


THE DUBAI Municipality 
has approved the final stages 
of a 55-kilometcr jet fuel 
pipeline that is being built by 
the Emirates Petroleum Prod¬ 
uct > Company Limited (EPP¬ 
CO) to meet Dubai Interna¬ 
tional Airport's requirements 
well into the 21st century. 

The approval means the 
pipeline, which runs from 
EPPCO's Jehel Ali Terminal 
to Dubai International Air¬ 
port. will be completed and 
enmmixsioned by the end of 
October 

"This project represents a 
huuc investment on the pari 
of EPPCO and with 35 ki¬ 
lo meters already complete 
with The completion of the 
new join! fuel farm at Dubai 
international Airport." said 
Hussain Sultan. Managing 
Director. EPPCO. 


■"This project will provide 
Dubai International Airport 
and its client airlines with a 
more secure, reliable and 
sale source of jet fuel to 
meet its growing require¬ 
ments. It has a pumping sys¬ 
tem capacity of 45.000 bar¬ 
rels of jet fuel a day which is 
more (han the entire airport's 
projected requirements up to 
(he year 2010." 

The construction of the 
pipeline, which will have 
■taken a year from start to 
completion, will considera¬ 
bly reduce the number of 
EPPCO jet fuel tankers on 
Dubai's roads. 

"Ultimately this project 
will mean an end to the 
trucking of jet fuel to Dubai 
International Airport which 
will considerably heighren 
our efficiency," said Hussain 
Sultan. ‘ While the pipeline 


will initially transport only 
EPPCO jet fuel, the facility 
is available for use by other 
suppliers." 

EPPC tankers currently av¬ 
erage 45 trips a day between 
Jebal Aii and Dubai Interna-. 
tional Airport with the num¬ 
ber reaching 60 a day during 
peak periods. 

"There is an obvious 
knock-on effect on safety by 
reducing the risk of road 
haulage," said Hussain Sul¬ 
tan. “Wc have ensured that 
state-of-the an technology 
has been built into the pipe¬ 
line which automatically 
shuts ihe operation down in 
an emergency. This is in line 
with EPPCO's continued 
commitment to social and en¬ 
vironmental responsibility." 

The 10-inch diameter car¬ 
bon steel pipe was manufac¬ 
tured in accordance with the 


American Petroleum Institute 
codes and is protected from 
corrosion by a specially- 
selected coating system. The 
pipeline will be installed in 
accordance with the relevant 
requirements of the American 
Society of Mechanical Engi¬ 
neers and is. fitted with so¬ 
phisticated Scada [Supervi¬ 
sion Control and Data 
Acquisition) technology nnd 
a computerised leak detection 
and location sysLem—the 
only one of its kind in the 
UAE. Three thousand tons 
of steel will have gone into 
its final completion. 

The approved pipeline 
route was determined after 
extensive consultations with 
the Jebal Ali Free Zone Au¬ 
thority (JAFZA). Dubai Sup¬ 
ply Authority. Dubai Water 
and Electricity Authority 
(DEWA) and Dubai Munici¬ 
pality to take account of ex¬ 
isting and future develop¬ 
ments. ■ 
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6 THE STAR 


Palestinian 


Authority dealings 


spark concern 


By Rebecca Trounson 


GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip—At the beach¬ 
front headquarters of the AI Bahar com¬ 
pany, lush gardens, colorful cabanas and a 
bar boasting Gaza's first belly dancers 
provide an oasis for this dty’s moneyed 
elites 

But critics say the powerful enterprise, 
owned by Yasser Arafat’s Palestinian 
National Authority, is a symbol of corrup¬ 
tion, a company that has ballooned by 
sweeping competitors aside and benefit¬ 
ing unfairly from top-level connections. 

Now officially public, AI Bahar was 
registered until recently as a private busi¬ 
ness owned by the directors-general of 
Arafat's office and of his finance 
ministry. 

Nearby, in Gaza City’s best district, on 
armed sentry keeps watch outside a 
stately villa built by Mahmoud Abbas. 
Arafat's deputy and likely heir. The lav¬ 
ishly decorated home features semicircu¬ 
lar stone balconies and wood trim, which 


are luxuries in impoverished Gaza—but 
not for top Palestinian officials, many of 
whom ore putting up grand dwellings 
citywide. 

On Gaza's dusty, pitted streets, trucks 
of die authority's monopolies carry 
imported gasoline, cement and flour to 
consumers who must now pay more for 
such basics. But revenue from the irems 
does not appear in the Palestinian budget, 
where it could be reviewed by lawmakers 
and international aid agencies: it is. 
instead, diverted to accounts outside the 
control of the authority's own finance 
ministry. 

Marwan Barghouthi, a Ramallah law¬ 
maker who is close to Arafat and who 
heads his Fatah faction in the West Bank, 
docs not hesitate as to what to call such 
problems: “We have corruption. I have 
full confidence in Mr Arafat and that he is 
not personally involved. But why does he 
allow this?' 

Across the Palestinian-controlled terri¬ 
tories. there is growing concern and angry 



cynicism about conflicts of interest, 
monopolies and brazen displays of wealth 
in the PNA. Three years after the self-rule 
government assumed power in Gaza and 
parts of the West Bank, Palestinians are 
increasingly critical of their own 
leadership. 

Most stop well short, however, of 
accusing Arafat— whom one refugee 
camp resident described as a national 
symbol, “like the Palestinian flag"—of 
complicity. The Palestinian leader is 
renowned for a relatively modest lifestyle 
and is seen as having little desire to enrich 
himself. 

But that view does not hold true for the 
cadre of Palestine Liberation Organization 
officials who accompanied Arafat to Bei¬ 
rut and Tunis. Tunisia, and relumed with 
him from exile in 1994. 

“We have our own economic Mafia that is 
trying to become rich by exploiting the 
authority's weakness." said Hatem Abdel 
Qader. a Fatah member and outspoken 
Jerusalem legislator who terms the situa¬ 
tion a “catastrophe." 

“We are not afraid of Israel as much as 
we fear our own internal situation." he 
said. “This is destroying our economy and 
establishing two classes: one that is very 
poor and one that benefits" 

There is reason for concern. An internal 
audit, announced 25 May. showed that the 
Palestinian government, through its minis¬ 
tries and official institutions, squandered 
or lost $326 million—a sum equal to 
about 40 percent of its 1997 budget. 

The audit, of which only an outline has 
been made public, was praised by West¬ 
ern diplomats and Palestinian leaders as a 
laudable effort by a fledgling democracy 
still learning to police itself and its money. 





Young children take part in the "revolution of hunger” demonstration, 
that was held in Ba’aWak, Lebanon, last Friday. About 10,000 people took 
part in the protest that was organized by Hizbollah. This is despite the fact 
that the government has banned demonstrations since 1993. Hizbollah 
leader Sheikh TafUehi called on the government to introduce reforms 
related to the high cost of living that is affecting the poor. 


Still, the audit, commissioned by Arafat 
and overseen by Jarar Kudwah, who is 
related to the Palestinian leader by mar¬ 
riage. overlooked serious irregularities in 
the Palestinian budget and economy, 
according to legislators. Western diplo¬ 
mats and international agencies that assist 
the young government. 

Those interviewed said the most proble¬ 
matic areas include: authority bank 
accounts outside the control of the finance 
ministry: the involvement df top Palestin¬ 
ian officials or their relatives in compa¬ 
nies that receive hefty government con¬ 
tracts: and authority-run monopolies that 
stifle competition, driving prices of many 


commodities higher and higher. 

Nabil Abu Rudaineh. Arafat's spokes¬ 
man. said he could not comment on specif¬ 
ics of the audit report or the broader allega¬ 
tions of corruption. He noted that Arafat 
has asked a panel of Palestinian academics 
and judges to study its findings and return 
with recommendations this month. 

But Ahu Rudaineh said reporters, partic¬ 
ularly the Israeli media, were using the 
report to ' smear - the Palestinian National 
Authority and distract attention from what 
he termed more serious problems, includ¬ 
ing Israel's expansion of Jewish settle¬ 
ments on occupied land and the 4-month- 
old crisis in the peace process. “If there is 
any wrongdoing found, nobody will keep 
silent." he said. “Wc will follow it up and 
take action.” 

As for the AI Bahar company, it would 
he tough to ignore. 

Critics describe the multifaceted busi¬ 
ness ns the most egregious—and most visi¬ 
ble—example of the Palestinian Author¬ 
ity's unhealthy tendency to blend 
government and husincss. AI Bahar t“The 
Sea." in Arabic! gobbles up smaller compa¬ 
nies. takes over huildings—like the city’s 
Shawu Cultural Center—and never seems 
to submit a puhlic bid. they say. 

Hashem Abu Nada— AI Bahar’s former 
co-owner and now its general director and 
board member says he's aware of the pub¬ 
lic clamor about the company, which has 
interests in real estate, a medical center, an 
advertising agency, a gravel factory, a hotel 
and a horse-racing club. . • 

“They are jealous because we grow so 
big-so last." said Abu Nada. who is also 
director-general of the Palestinian finance 


ministry . “We are working IS hours every 
day—like donkeys—to build this country, 
to bring the dollars here from outside. 


every way we can. 

Abu Nada said he saw no conflict 


between his role in the once-private com¬ 
pany and as a top official in the Palestinian 
government. “I wear two hats.’' he said. 

Others do, too. Either personally or 
through relatives, many top-ranking offi¬ 
cials are involved in private companies that 
do business with the Palestinian Authority. 

“These are clear cases of conflict of 
interest." said Hisham Awartani. a leading 
Palestinian economist. 

Awartani, who heads the economics 
department at the Nablus-based Center for 
Palestine Research and Studies, recently 
oversaw a study of the Palestinian Author¬ 
ity's cement monopoly. Created in 1995, 
the monopoly has kept the price of cement 
artificially high, the center's report con¬ 
cludes. “on account of the dire need of the 
Palestinian National Authority for cash 
revenue.” 

The Palestinians created many other 
monopolies— in collaboration with compa¬ 
nies in Israel—to import gasoline, paint, 
steel, meat flour and other basics, which 
have sent prices soaring. 

“This state-run economy is not the system 
Mr Arafat pledged to us.” Awartani said. “I 
still believe that a free-market economy is 
what he wants. But for reasons I do not 
understand, we did not end up with that" 

The monopolies' earnings are placed 
into five accounts outside the purview of 
(he finance ministry— four in Palestinian 
banks in Gaza and one, controlled by Ara¬ 
fat and Finance Minister Mohammed 


Aviv. 

■This situation is not good or 
but it’s understandable.*' said one dj., 
with knowledge of the accounts.j’T^Ma.^ 
a government that very rccemly 
olutionary organization. It may be S 0 rtKi?.:y : 
years to come before it can operate; 
normal government.” - : 'V 

The 88 -member Palestinian legislator?- 
Which appointed a committee to 
gale the recent audit and broader 
Son allegations, is scheduled to d^ate'tKSz^:' 
issue, possibly as early as this 
Qader. a committee member, said legist/?:*/ 
tore are likely to call for 
reforms, which, he admits, will almost.;^-- 

certainly not be implemented. 

Arafat has ignored virtually all the laws^^ 
and resolutions the legislature has sem r jf^K£ - 
him since its formation. - 

Qader and other members of ;fre 


• — 


Increasingly feisty legislature, whftffijy/ 
recently challenged several top mi 
on their spending habits, said the 
was intended to deflect pawing concirat^f 
on the street about misuse of 
money. • 

In fact, it may have heightened piiblk^r^ 
unease. , ' 

A recent poll of Palestinian residents of^; 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip showiaS^V-' 
that almost 52 percent of those surveyttfc^/.' 
said they would support a legislative vo 
to bring down the government, based tins/-*/' 
the audit's findings. ■ . ^^ 7.5 
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Could there be life on Mars? 


Camera crew assembles Scientists hope to see 

3-D postcards into stunning Mars’ history in rock: 
Martian panorama 


By Robert Cooke 


By Kathy Sawyer 


PASADENA, California— 

Throughout the Space Age, 
workers in the Multi-Mission 
Image Processing Laboratory 
have been the first humans to 
glimpse postcards from alien 
worlds. 

But this week, they say, they 
have outdone themselves— 
churning out stunning images 
that have been pouring into 
NASA's Jet Propulsion Labora¬ 
tory from the Pathfinder space-. 
craft on Mare many times faster 
than ever before. 

“Even we are amazed we 
could do it on this kind of time 
scale,” said Bill Greer, one of a 
staff of 20 . 

The first 360-degree pano¬ 
rama of the stark scenery at the 
Pathfinder landing site went up 
on a wall here at about 5:30 am 
EDT Saturday. Fifteen feet 
long, ft shows portions of the 
spacecraft in such clear detail 
that “you can tell whether a 
screw is a Phillips head screw” 
or the other kind. Greer said. 

The panorama is a mosaic 
compiled from 330 images— 

. 110 each in blue, red and 
green—taken with a camera 
known as IMP (Imager for 
Mare Pathfinder). The IMP was 
designed to “see” like a per¬ 
son— out of two eyes set wide 
enough apart to create to separ¬ 
ate “stereo” images. The slight 
difference in the angles creates 
depth perception. The camera's 
head has what looks like a face, 
said Peter Smith, of the Univer¬ 
sity of Arizona, lead IMP scientist. ... 
fact, that face was visible in the larger- 
than-life panorama, reflected in hardware 
were Pining before a mirror. 

The MM1PL crew left the huge vista 
hanging on the wall as a special gift for 
their scientific comrades as they arrived 
back at work after a few hours of sleep at 
the end of landing day last Friday. 

The images are not only stunning as 



In 


picture postcards, revealing new topogra¬ 
phies on Mars. They are an integral part 
of the team’s scientific mission. 

IMP (toes not take simple snapshots. Its 
head contains two filter wheels, each bold¬ 
ing a total of 24 filters that are controlled 
from here. The scientists choose which fil¬ 
ters are appropriate for a certain image 
and the wheels spin to put them in place. 

- Using the same technique that’s 


employed to make 3-D 
movies, the colors in the 
images are slightly offset 
creating a view in three 
dimensions. Ground control¬ 
lers will wear special goggles 
to view the images in three 
dimensions and pick a safe 
path for Sojourner. Path¬ 
finder’s remote-controlled 
robot rover, through the rocky 
landscape. 

The IMP team was wailing 
anxiously for their turn to 
stand the camera up to its “full 
adult height” of more than five 
feet. Smith said. After all, it 
had endured a very rough 
economy class ride to get 
there. 

Tts forehead was against 
the solar panel; the rover was 
pressed against its left ear, 
right ear had the high gain 
antenna, and the parachute 
canister against the back of its 
neck.” It must have felt the 
jolt, he suggested, as the 
spacecraft's parachute ejected 
at 1,000 mph. 

The camera takes pano¬ 
ramic images one small “tile” 
at a time. Its field of view-, is 
only 14 degrees, compared 
with human vision that may 
encompass 160 degrees — 
almost a total sweep from 
right to left. 

In a room filled with com¬ 
puter consoles almost to the 
ceiling, the MMIPL team 
relies on high-speed comput¬ 
ers and what they describe as 
fiendishly clever software, 
written by their colleague Jean 


PASADENA. California—Most of the 
folks in this world would not rejoice 
much at finding just rocks, rocks and 
more rocks. In the rugged world of Mars, 
however, rocks are about ail you get 

Which, of course, is thrilling for the 
geologists working on the Pathfinder mis¬ 
sion. They now have rocks galore, prob¬ 
ably the oldest rocks ever examined, sit¬ 
ting on their home territory. And in the 
rocks, somewhere on Mars, is probably 
written the history of the cold, freeze- 
dried planet. 

Even though the researchers must work 
via remote control, asking distant robotic 
instruments to inspect rocks, lest the soil, 
snap pictures and send home the results, 
the findings have begun pouring in. With¬ 
out personally touching the rocks, the sci¬ 


entists think they can begin deciphering 
the red planet's ancient history. 

“I cannot tell you how excited ttys 
group of geologists is.” said Matthew 
Golombek, the Mars Pathfinder project 
scientist. It was almost immediately clear 
that at Pathfinder's landing site "we have 
a variety of colors, textures, fabrics and 
sizes” in the rocks that can be seen. 

Even before Pathfinder had been on 
Martian soil three days, Golombek said, 
“My highest hope has already been 
achieved; we've landed in the most spec¬ 
tacular place we've ever seen on Mars.” 

The diversity already evident in the 
rocks, plus large hills that can be seen on 
the horizon beyond the landing site in 
Ares Vallis, make the mission far more 
interesting—to geologists—than the two 
relatively flat and homogeneous sites 
where Viking I and Viking n sat down in 
1976. Ares Vallis was chosen as Path- 


Lone. that assembles the small postage 
stamp pictures from IMP—the “tiles”— 
into a complete mosaic. 

“It's like having eyes on the surface of 
Mars,” said Eric de Jong. As the .camera 
rotates, “it looks just 'like turning your 
head and looking around.” ■ 
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finder s target for touchdown because ft 
looks like a place where a huge flow of 
water has poured across the ground, per-r. 
haps more than once. It's the outflow 
channel from what was apparently "ran 
ancient flood plain. 

“The $24,000 question is whether Mars 
was once the same as the early Earth*" 
Golombek said. That question is. so- 
important because it relates directly to the 
chances that life once existed on a planet 
that now seems far too hostile to support' 
anything alive, at least on its surface. .4 

Golombek noted there is evidence on 
Earth that life began very early, probably 
more than 3 billion years ago. Arid 
because Mars probably has the same 
abundance of chemicals as Earth, and if it 
was once as warm and wet as the Earth, 
men early forms of fife—probably micro-:- 
oral—are more likely. 

“We don’t know whether Mars was 
once warmer and wet¬ 
ter," Golombek .said. 
But ii is known that; 
some cataclysmic' 
event, such as healing 
from voicanism, or a 
massive earthquake, 
caused a huge store- of _• 
underground water?.*?/ 
come pouring out onto 
the surface and flow 
down through the 
channel where Path: 
finder now sits. The } 77 
evidence being seen pti - 
Mars also suggests, ft- 
happened more than- 
once. •/// 

Golombek' said die 
channel seems ta be_, 
between I billion ancf 2 ' 
billion years old--' 
based on the number-, 
of impact craters that 
can be counted—while/ 
the rocks that were 
carried down into the / 
channel are probably a i 
least 3 billion years 
old. ■ 
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Portrait of a flower: 
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J an Kassay and the 
art of photography 


By Nahla Omar Rifai 

Special 10 The Shir 
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C aptivating, enlightening, and beautiful. 
These are the adjectives to describe the 
latest flower photographic exhibition 
by Jan Kassay at the French Cultural 
Centre in Jabal Luweibdeh. 

The exhibition contained inspiring photo¬ 
graphs of flowers that Kassay had taken her¬ 
self. With an expert eye. and through a profes¬ 
sional lens, flowers radiated. It seems that the 
photographer could do no wrong. From what¬ 
ever angle, the flowers just came to life. 

Their rich colors are vividly portrayed, each 
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varying, in depth and shade. Luscious yellow 
daffodils, deep red tulips and delicate white 
roses are hut a sample of this beautiful 
collection. 

Kassay also used various juicy fruits which 
were exotica I ly arranged to bring out the best 
in the photographs. 

Particularly striking, was that of a slightly 
slit strawbeny. elegantly placed on a papaya 
fruit. The magnificent red of the strawberry 
from the outside, the lighter pinkish-red of its 
inside, and the dewy yellow of the papaya 
beneath, created an appetizing clip! 

The mixture of flowers in color and arrange¬ 
ment was simply enigmatic: a sight for sore 



eyes any day. The photo¬ 
graphs were crystal clear 
and they presented 
close-ups of nature's 
marvels. 

One fine photograph 
was that of overlapping, 
almost transparent lilac 
and yellow petals. A par- j 

ticularly interesting one. 
was that of a plate of 
olives with pitta bread in 
the background. They 
were black, brown and 
green olives, and had a 
lustrous sheen to (hem. 
as if the morning sun 
shone down upon them. 

The sight looked splen¬ 
did with thinly cut 
pieces of lemon intri¬ 
cately placed amongst 
the olives. i__ 

Indeed. Kassay's pho¬ 
tographs were not simply close-ups of naiurc 
and its beauty. For they expressed her obvious 
understanding of different angles of light, dif¬ 
ferent shades of color and an art of arrange¬ 
ment that she so tastefully employed in her 
photographs. 

Kassay chose large formats transparency 
film because ii gives greater depth and sharp¬ 
ness. From these transparencies, the prims 
were done using (lie cihachromc printing 
process. 

This direct positive priming process provides 
exhibition quality prints that match the crip feel 
and intense color of the original work. Cihuch- 
rome deluxe prints are also recognized as having 
superb resistance to fading. These exquisite pho¬ 
tographs range in price from JD f?5 to JD 750. 

Kassay participated in many international 
venues. In 1988 she held an exhibition in the 
Washington Arts Club in Washington DC. This 
was followed by an individual exhibition in the 
Broadway gallery in Virginia. USA in 1990. 




In iy86 she received the award of excellence 
from the Photographers Forum. Thai year she 
also won the first prize in the "New Concepts/ 
Best Directions." This was the 37th annual 
exhibition. Irnm the Arts Directors Club of 
Metropolitan Washington. In 1989. she 
received another lirsl prize award from the 
Broadway gallery, and in 1991 she received an 
award in a juried exhibit by the Women’s Cau¬ 
cus lor Art. 

Ms Kassay's photographs have also 
appeared cm many a calendar and greeting card, 
in addition to covers and back covers of books 
and magazines. 

Many of Kassay's impressive photographs 
have been sold to select but regular clients. Al 
Bourgan Crafts'. Amro hotel. Al Zay clothing. 
Kan Zaman. UNICEF, and the Arab Academy 
for Banking and Finance arc hut a few. 

The artist's current exhibition continues till 
29 July. So for all those art lovers out there, be 
sure not to miss it! ■ 


Presented by the National Music Conservatory 

Classical music at Jerash festival 


AT THE dose of last year’s Jerash festival for 
Culture and Arts, over 2000 people enjoyed a 
classical musical evening that featured the Phila¬ 
delphia Youth Orchestra 3nd the Orchestra of 
the National Music Conservatory (NMC). This 
wonderful amalgamation of musicians per¬ 
formed an exciting program that reached its cli¬ 
max when fireworks were launchediohghtthe 

sky as part of Tchaikovsky s brilliant 1812 

^ThiTscene will be repeated four times this 
July as the Jerash Festival, in cooperation with 
the” NMC. presents four major orchestral 

performances. 


On Friday 25 July, at the North Theatre, the 
Mediterranean Youth Orchestra, under the baton 
of maestro Henry Galkris, and the Orchestra of 
the National Music Conservatory will join in 
performing “Capricrio Italian” another one of 
Tchaikovsky's brilliant compositions. Ninety 
four of the best musicians in the Mediterranean 
area will sit next to 62 musicians from the Jorda¬ 
nian Orchestra to perform this outstanding work. 
In addition, the program will feature the “Young 
Person's Guide to the Orchestra” by Benjamin 
Britten and “Alborado Gracioso" by Maurice 
Ravel. Britten’s piece was composed especially 
to introduce the instruments of the Orchestra in 


Inter. Com and BMW 
hit world by storm 
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Running at all of InterContinental Hotels in 
Middle East and Africa, programme members are 
entitled one entry to the draw each time they 
check m to an InterContinental hotel in the 
region. The same applies to non-members who 
choose to join the Six Continents Club upon 
check-in added Banks. Membership cost is $100 
per year with a renewal fee of $25 thereafter. The 
membership fee is waived if the guest stays more 
than 30 days per year, with the member achieving 
an Executive membership level (Executive mem¬ 
bers receive two entries every time they stay a 

hotel). . . , L ... , 

The BMW promotion is a further addition to the 
range of privileges enjoyed by members of the Six 
Continents Club such as a special check-in area, 
upgrade to a superior room—guests pass a single 
rare for a double occupancy—phis a VIP greeting 
and in-room gift as well as an express check-out 
I facility and check-out 
time extended to 4 pm. 
concluded Banks. 

InterContinental 
Hotels and Resorts is 
owned by the Saison 
group of Japan and is 
represented worldwide 
via corporate offices in 
Amsterdam. Cairo, 
Hong Kong. London. 
Miami and New York. 
The company’s portfo¬ 
lio now includes more 
than 200 hotels in 71 
countries. which 

includes its first-class 
InterContinental Hotels 
and Resorts brand, mid- 
price hotels under the 
Forum Hotels and 
Resorts and Global Part¬ 
ners Hotels and Resorts. 


an exciting frame, appealing to all ages. 

In addition to the Mediterranean Youth 
Orchestra which comes to Jerash under the joint 
auspices of the European Union and the French 
government, the European Union, once again, 
renders the Jerash festival an 22-persons orches¬ 
tra to perform masterpieces of the Baroque 
period which is noted for ornamentation palaces 
that were pan of the architecture of Europe in 
the 17th and mid-I8ih centuries. These orna¬ 
ments and decorations were evident in alt an 
forms, al the forefront of which is music. 

The European Union's Baroque Orchestra, 
under the baton of Roy Goodman, will present 
two different performances on Sunday 3 August 
and Monday 4 August, at the North Theater and 
the Royal Cultural Center respectively. Each 
performance features pieces written by some of 
the most famous composers of the Baroque 
period such as: Vivaldi. Bach. Emanuel Han¬ 
del, Telemann. Quantz and Ranieau. The con¬ 
cert is held in cooperation with Mjlsu chela 
Europe Electricity Foundation. 

The third orchestral performance will he held 
on Saturday 9 August al the North Theatre and 
will feature the Montreal Barouqe orchestra. 

The Orchestra is conducted by its harpsichord 
player. Joel ThifaulL The program of the eve¬ 


ning features pieces by prominent composers 
such as Carl Philip, Bach. Haydn. Bocherini. 
Corelli. Vivaldi and Mozart. 

The last of these orchestral performances will 
be held c»n the closing day of the Jerash Festival 
at the North Theatre which will host a grand 
musical show featuring the Orchestra of the 
NMC accompanied by a big choir, solo vocalists 
and a pianist. 

Following its tradition of presenting programs 
that appeal to Arabs and foreigners alike in its 
Jerash concert, the NMC has prepared 3 varied 
and delightful program that features Lhe music 
of the famous musical “Cats", excerpts from Lhe 
romantic film “Sound of Music” and an out¬ 
standing performance on the piano by an II- 
year-old local talent accompanied by the 
Orchestra. 

In addition, the program will feature the fol¬ 
lowing Arab songs: Beiiii On Bainuk Ya Hal 
Layl. El Hilwa Jr Am it Te 'gin. Til'd YmnaAhia 
Nurhu. Ya Qisas. Ya Lnr Hubikki. Ya ZaJiraian 
Fee Khayali. Akhir Eyam el Saifieh and Muwa- 
sluth HaJru Tam. 

The orchestra is conducted by Mohammad 
Sidiq and the Choir is trained by -S arni a G han - 
noum. Rita Madi and Arminak Arminak. ■ 


Coca Cola Jordan 
recieves quality award 


THE JORDAN Coca 
Cola Company was 
awarded the Silver 
Award for Qualify 
by the international 
Coca Cola Com¬ 
pany. Phillip Gior¬ 
gio, regional man¬ 
ager of the Far East 
Coca Cola division, 
presented this award 
of excellence to the 
workers of lhe Coca 
Cola Company. 

Jordan. 

Azem Yousef, the 
general manager of 
the Jordan Coca 
Cola branch, 
thanked the 

“mother” Company 
for its appreciation 
and support of Jor¬ 
dan Coca Cola soft 

drinks. Yabya Ghazzal. manager of the Jor¬ 
dan branch, also extended his thanks to the 
international Coca Cola Company. He said 
that the Coca Cola “mother's” appreciation 



came as a recognition of the greal efforts of 
the Jordanian workers who produced Coca 
Cola products in accordance with the inter¬ 
national Coca Cola acclaimed standard. ■ 


Scene from “Cape Buffalo Fear” 



'Dang! That dog’s been up on the sofa again. Hank — 
I just know it!” 





I 


j / 1 



“Whoa! Watch where that thing lands — we’U 
probably need ft” 


= SlApSjIX - - 
An atheist is a person 
who has no invisible 
means of support. 

O 1997. Tribane Mafia Service* 


Exhibitions 

■ “The Contemporary 
Arab Artists Exhibition" 
showing the works of more 
than 60 artists from the Arab 
world, continues at Darat al 
Funun, runs till 24 July. 

■ Paintings by nine contem¬ 
porary Iraqi artists, entitled 
“Ecology & Environment in 
the Iraqi Art”, at the Royal 
Society of Fine Arts, runs 
till 12 July. 

■ Artworks of Sami Gam- 
mob entitled “Biyoot Min Al 
Salt” continues at Al Taqa- 
dom Association (Dabouq- 
AJ Hummar) till 14 juJy. 

■ An exhibition entitled 
“Silver Jewelry” continues 
at the Jordan Design and 
Trade Centre of Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation till 20 
July. 


■ The artworks of Karim 
Rasin at Orient Gallery fin¬ 
ish today 10 July. 

Film 

MHoney / Shrunk The Kids 
at The American Center. 
Thursday 10 July, at 5:00 
pm. (Eng.) 

MFantasia at The American 
Center, Thursday 24 July, at 
5:00 pm. (Eng.) 

■ Espion leve-toi al The 
French Cultural Center, 
Monday 13 July, at 8:30 pm. 
(Fre.) 

MAsterix in Britain al Brit¬ 
ish Council, Tuesday 15 
July, at 5:00 pm. (Eng.) 

■ Playdays on the Move at 
British Council, Wednesday 
16 July, at 5:00 pm. (Eng.) 
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Medpartenariat Jordan *97 

All set for the 



event 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 


THE KINGDOM is hosting the 
Medpartenariat Jordan' 97. 
between 13-14 July, at ihe 
Royal Cultural Center in 
Amman. 

Such a venue is the first EU- 
Jordanian partnership in Jor¬ 
dan. There is a huge participa¬ 
tion of more than 1000 eco¬ 
nomic experts and businessmen 
from more than 30 countries 
from Europe and the Mediterra¬ 
nean Basin. 

This gathering is seen as a 
golden opportunity for the Jor¬ 
danian private sector repre¬ 
sented by 150 industrial and 
commercial companies to meet 
with their European counter¬ 
parts and explore means of 
establishing trade and export 
links with EU members. 

The Medpartenariat Jordan 
'97 is organized by the Jordan 
Development and Commercial 
Centers Corp.. (JEDCO), which 
has been active since last Octo¬ 
ber to prepare for the hosting of 
this event and making it a grcal 
success. 

The Acting General Director 
of JEDCO. Farouk Ai Hadidi 
told The Star that the objective 
of holding the Medpartenariat 
in Jordan is to boost prospects 
of economic co-operation 
between the Jordanian compa¬ 
nies and the visiting concerns 
from the European Union and 
the Mediterranean Basin 
countries. 


This is also an opportunity 
for Jordanian companies to 
boast their commercial ties and 
exchange with EU members, 
promote exports and make 
them become aware of the 
needs of the outside markets 
and provide the participants 
with detailed data about the 
incentives and encouraging 
investment climate in Jordan. 

Ai Hadidi continued that the 
venue will also encourage joint 
investment ventures and acti¬ 
vates the transfer of knowledge 
and technology beLween Jordan 
and the EU. 

According to AI Hadidi 
about 350 foreign companies 
will take part in addition to 150 
Jordanian companies and 700- 
800 representatives of those 
companies. 

The organizing general sec¬ 
retariat of the Medpartenariat 
Jordan "97 is still receiving 
participation orders and appli¬ 
cations. and the time will be 
open until July 12. 

The Medpartenariat was 
formed in 1987 as part oF the 
EU partenarial which has been 
launched by the European Mis¬ 
sion in line with its policy to 
encourage medium and small¬ 
sized companies in Europe to 
establish commercial lies with 
the counterparts in the Mediter¬ 
ranean Basin. 

Abdul FaLtah AI Kayed. 
from the organizing general 
secretarial told The Star "this is 
the fourth EU pane ran at to be 
organized, the first was held in 



1994 in Turkey, the second in 
early 1995 in Morocco, the 
third in late 1995 in Israel and 
the fourth is in Jordan." 

The EU is the main llnancer 
and partner in the Medpartenar¬ 
iat Jordan ‘97. (EU finance 
stands at 70 percent of Lhe 
activity), while JEDCO is the 
local organizer and the national 
counsellor. AI Kayed said. 

"We started our arrange¬ 
ments for the Medpartenariat 
since last year and a special 
staff has been chosen to make 



such event a real success. 

A higher organizing commit¬ 
tee was formed headed by the 
Minister of Trade and Industry , 
and membership of many repre¬ 
sentatives from the economic 
sectors in Jordan (Chomhcr of 
Trade and Industry) to prepare 
for the activity. 

The first step was selecting 
150 Jordanian companies that 
are able to establish co¬ 
operation ties with EU mem¬ 
bers and have contracting 
opportunities to carry out joint 
ventures with European 
companies. 

"More than 1500 industrial 
Jordanian companies were 
informed through JEDCO 
about the chance to participate 
and we received more than 300 
applications. Then we co¬ 
ordinated with the EU in Brus¬ 
sels to chose the 150 compa¬ 
nies that are participating. 

After choosing these compa¬ 
nies. JEDCO started its promo¬ 
tional campaign by printing a 
directory including names of 
the 150 Jordanian companies. 
This directory was distributed 
among agents and nut ion j I 
counsellors in the EU countries 
and the Mediterranean, during 
the meeting which was hosted 
by JEDCO in Amman , Iasi 
March. Philadelphia Hotel. 

Also, the corporation made 
its promotional effort lor Med¬ 
partenariat Jordan 97 during 


the activities’ meetings outside. 
JEDCO took part in the Guif- 
Eurupanen.trial in Ri\udh and 
the Eli partenarial in Greece. 

The European ambassadors 
of i he EU conn trio also played 
their role io promote the event 
through the diplomatic contacts 
and conducting seminars on the 
event to be held in Jordan. 

Finally, comes the technical 
preparation", for the Medpurte- 
tniriut. a> ihe Royal Cultural 
Center was chosen to be the 
headquarters lor this important 
economic meeting. 

A Jordanian tent is set at a 
hall entering more than 3000 
square meters behind the center 
to he allocated lor joint discus¬ 
sions and interviews, between 
Jordanian participant:, and their 
foreign counterparts. A media 
center uill be also organized at 
the Royal Cultural Center, fully 
equipped at the sen ice of press 
and mass media. A l Kayed 
said. 

\longside the Medpartenar¬ 
iat. two seminars will he held, 
one on the investment climate 
and incentives provided to 
attract foreign investments in 
Jordan. 

The other will discuss the 
Jordnn-Euro partnership agree¬ 
ment which was initialed last 
April and the issue of boosting 
. opportunities lor Jordanian 
L products and exports to the EU 
' members. ■ 


Jordanian companies 
taking part in 
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EDITOR’S NOTE: These 
are the Jordanian compa¬ 
nies that are to partici¬ 
pate in the Medpartenar¬ 
iat Jordan’ 97. The list 
could expand further by 
13 July. Companies are 
divided according to dif¬ 
ferent fields of activies 


Textiles, clothing, 
leather and 
footwear 


AI Nahda Socks Factory 


Co. 




. -V , ■ 


■ Arab Leather Manufac¬ 
turing Co. 

■ Bani H ami da House 

■ Dana Tricot Co. 

■ Eastern Garment 
Manufacturer 

■ El Zay Ready Wear 
Manufacturing Co. 

■ Global Carpet and Rug 
Industries 

■ Hisham Abu Hina 
Factory 

■ International Industrial 
Investments Group 

■ International Textile 
Manufacturing Co. 

■ Jab Garment Co. Ltd. 

■ Jordan Narrow Fabric 
Gd. 

■ Jordan Tanning Co. Ltd. 

■ Manasra Leather Prod¬ 
ucts Co. 

■ Marwan Saleh Ready 
mem Esl 

■ hjohammed AI Salhi Stores 

■ Mohammed Maknn & Sons 
Co. 

■ National Clothing Co. 

■ Orient Treasures Mills 

■ Quality Clothing Co. 

■ Rum Textile Factory 

■ Saced Abu Jaiood & Sons Co. 

■ The Eagle Shirts Factory 






A European Commission Initiative 

Amman, July 13-14,1997 




Oil 


Gar- 


Food and beverages 


■ Jordanian Vegetable 
Industries Co. Ltd. 

H National Food "Shafa" Pro¬ 
cessing Co. 

■ Ole Food Industries 

■ The Engineering Corporation 
for Farming and Trading 

■ United Coffee Co. 

■ United Flavors & Fragrances 
Co. Ltd 

■ United Fruit Juice &. Bever¬ 
ages Co. 

■ Universal Industries Co. Ltd 

■ Zumoi Distilleries 


■ Agricultural Marketing & Pro¬ 
cessing Co. of Jordan (AMPCO) 

■ AI Mafraq Food Industries 

■ AI Riyadh Investment Group 

■ Arab Danish Company 

■ Cemuty Investment Group 

■ Danish Jordanian Dairy Co. 

■ El Kasth Conned Food Pro¬ 
duction Co. 

■ Gulf Food Products 
Corporation 

■ Hijazi & Ghosheh Group 

■ Jordan Safi Salt Co. Ltd 

■ Jordan Venture Projects 
Green Oasis Co. 

■ Jordan Water Technology 


Pharmaceuticals, 
chemicals and plastics 


■ Advanced Pharmaceutical 
Industries 

■ Agricultural Plastic Industrial 
Co. (APICO) 

■ Arab Center for Pharmaceuti¬ 


cals and Chemicals . . ..-- 

■ Arab Food & Medical-.'=rrrr 

ances Co. A_". y 

■ Arabian Establishment. 

Herbal Products : 

■ Consolidated Detergent!ndt&-_- a... 
trial Co. 

■ Dar AI Dawa Development.^ 

Investment Co. .'/;?. S : 7. : 

■ Dead Sea Gift Enterprises' V-. 

■ Eastern Company for Cbemi ’ 

cal Plants Ltd. ' 

■ Future Natural Dead Sea 

Products r. 

■ Hayat Pharmaceutical Indus- 

tries Co. "V,,;.-' . 

■ Hikma Pharmaceuticals;... " 

■ Insecticides and Chefaitds ; . 
Industrial Corporation 

■ Jordan Carbonates Co. .... * £ 

■ Jordan Company for Dead ‘ 
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Regional consultants 
give top services 
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The official TraveTag^ritlfor 
IVfedpartenariat Jordian 97' 
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Tours To: 


A: 


ROSE RED OfTY OF FE^RA 
ROMAN city OF jera! 

DESERT CASTEESWS' 



Reservation or for more information p 
visit our stand at the Royal Cultural C 


" or call our Heatiqffic$i?i "Amman at 


12/13 July m 


, ^485^/ 6^4862 - Fax 614400 

E-mail ainanitrs@go.com.jo 


international Industrial 
Investments Group 


“III GROUP” 

100% Cotton 

Underwear and T-Shirts 

: &Men i&hadievi 

Sp^aalizf^ 

I Knit±'mg(|tib, 

Interlock) 

IS Sprinii. 
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e-mail: <iirgj^g|>.com^b> 

Fax: 9626699960/693596, Phan: 96264162912 
German Office, e-mail <IIIGRO@t-online.de> 
Fax: 0571 9424448, Phon: 0571 9424447 


Arab Engineers provide 
quality products 


THE ARAB Engineering Industries Co. Ltd. is a Jordanian 
shareholding company that owns a medium sized foundry. 
This is erected on a plot of 118,000 square meters. The 
foundry capacity is 3000 tons/year of steel castings, and-it 
confirms to DCS, JIS. ASTM and BS quality. 

The foundry is equipped with highly sophisticated labor-, 
atones, and is run by highly qualified personneL It is spe¬ 
cifically designed to produce various product mixes, such, 
as carbon steel casting, heat resisting casting and xuedxa^ 
nite cast iron castings. i.~ 

The company’s product range of steel casting includes 
earth moving equipment spareparts, stone crushing parts, 
casied parts and custom inade castings.’The earth .moving 
equipment spare parts include tooth tips, finks and Trifc,'' 
assemblies, sprockets segments and other bits..As ; .for^tito:- 
stone crushing parts, these include jaw crushers, hammers,' 
impellers, and fixed and mobile plates. Concerning the 
casted parts, these are used for cemeriL'mining and other 
industries. ' V 

The company ensures quality and efficiency, and .it 
boasts a wide range of competitive products. ■ 





HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES MANUFACTURING COMPANY LTD. 

(HAMC0) 


S0J AR HAMCO PRODUCES THE FOLLOWING: 


1- DEFROST REFRIGERATOR (TTR20,160 LTD 
2r AUTOMATIC DEFROST REFRIGERATOR (DFR35,320 ' 

LIT) 

3- SUPER REFRIGERATOR (SDR4035S LIT) 

.4- DEFROST UP-RIGHT FREEZER 
(DFF35,295 LIT) 

5- NO FROST REFRIGERATOR (NFR40,330 LID 

6- NO-FROST REFRIGERATOR 
(NFR50,425 LIT.) 

7- NO-FROST REFRIGERATOR (NFRfiO, 490 LID 

8- NaFROST UP RIGHT FREEZER 
(NFF35.260UT) 

9- NaFROST DISPLAY REFRIGERATOR GLASS DOOR 

(GDR2.6,260 LTT) _„_ 

m 
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THE ARAB PHARMACEUTIGAL MANUFACTURING CO. LTD. 


P.O.Box 1695,Amman-Jocxlan TdL6SS121 F±c.685131 Tlx.21315APMC-JO 


PHILADELPHIA CONSULT¬ 
ING Group (PCG) was estab¬ 
lished in response to the 
increasing demand for quali¬ 
fied professional consultants 
in Lhe region to introduce and 
help in implementing the 
highest standards of manage¬ 
ment systems and practices. 

PCG provides a variety of 
professional consulting and 
training services, including: 
Quality Management Systems 
ISO 9000 for industries, 
health care, hotels educational 
institutions, navigation and 
aviation; Environmental stud¬ 
ies and Management Systems 
ISO 14000; Organizational 
Management Development; 
Marketing Research and Strat¬ 
egies; Macro, Micro and 
Socio-economic studies; Fea¬ 
sibility Studies; Human 
Resources Development: 
Investment Planning and Re- 
Engineering. PCG operates in 
the region through a regional 
office in Jordan and branches 
in Syria, Qatar. Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates. 

The diversity of our profes¬ 


sional services enables PCG 
to satisfy the broad and ever- 
changing needs of our cus¬ 
tomers. PCG assists several 
Jordanian and Arab organiza¬ 
tions in developing their man¬ 
agerial systems and their 
human resources by providing 
the latest in management sys¬ 
tems, techniques, and metho¬ 
dologies from around the 
globe. 

PCG has achieved ISO 
9000 certificates for many 
companies in Jordan, Syria, 
Saudi Arabia and Qatar and is 
currently implementing Qual¬ 
ity Management System to 
achieve ISO 9000 certificates 
for several companies in Jor¬ 
dan and the region. 

PCG operates in the region 
through a regional office in 
Jordan and branches in Syria, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

PCG is dedicated to pro¬ 
vide high Quality of consult¬ 
ing services that will meet 
and even exceed our clients 
needs and expectations. ■ 
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Nashashibi & Ebbini Forms 

pioneers 
ill computer forms 



1 

* 


'NASH ASM 
,BJ & Ebbini 
Forms was 
the. first in 
Jordan and 
die Middle 
.East to pro¬ 
duce com¬ 
parer forms 
and labels of 
all kinds, 

Since it was 
established in 
1979, the 
' company 
sought ■ to 
develop new 
markets, and 
satisfy the 
requirements 
of - clients. Othman Nashashibi 
Today, it is 

market leader in the region. 

- The company has n well 
established customer base 
around the Arab world and is 
eager to develop markets in 
Asia, Europe, and Africa. 
Recently export market 
expanded to include Ethiopia. 

Cyprus and Lebanon. Nasha¬ 



shibi & 
Ebbini 
Forms aims 
at reaching 
a level of 
workmans!™ 
p in design, 
materials, 
layout and 
production 
equal to lhaL 
of any coun¬ 
try in the 

world. 

The work 
in designing 
and produc¬ 
ing com¬ 
puter forms 
and labels 
in all types, 
as well as 
in rolls and 
and medical 


printed labels 
other technical 
forms require accuracy, relia¬ 
bility and comprehensive 
quality system. The company 
managed to maintain this and 
obtained the EN ISO 9001: 
1994 certificate from National 
Quality Assurance. U.K. 




in textiles 

urn n__ 



TEXTILES IS a. 

. major part of the 
- ipdnstrial fabrics 
of any economy. 
\yifh the Interna¬ 
tional Industrial 
. Investments. 
Group . “ID 
Group,’" / the 
Industrial sector 
in Jordan is devel¬ 
oping. The (11 
Group is one of 
!me leaders in the 
manufacturing of 
knitted fabrics, 
and garments. It is 



ana garments, u. is . 

involved in the 'knitting, dyeing, cnt^B^and tliie sewing : 
processes. / ■- J t ^y ; *V-V"-•* 

The main products are Hue rib, : JerS'y. ileece and inter¬ 
lock fabrics, Men’s andwomeifs ijmiderwear, T-shirts and 
sweatshirts which are cottbiL 

For more informatio, cont^ytmain A nmakfoffice: at e-mall” 

iH g @gMo^^^^^ra9ias* ; rj: 

*■ <rS 



Visit our Website 

http//: www.arabia. 
com/Star 


Iordan Wood Industries Co. 
Ltd. (JWICO) 

s irrKrrs*" ?cs; 

SSjSSr alvanced company for producing wooden doors m 

^J^tvsrinninE of 1979, the company started to export its doors 
At the tejpH™ ® r cnrrmied so well that it Had to double its 
0 Ik Middle OBI. B a pub ,ic slme holding 

OT-tacbon opmjr. paid-up capilaL 

=“*5j£‘a^^elion li^StadW foridm manufacturing 
m 1986 , a new prow tiichen cabins, bedroom and office 

t i^aSd^dm and chain. in 1994 and 1995, safes o f 

— program 

sws: 

sirtt sa. -2 



s33wK2ii» 

gKssasw 

■ n«rfn« new designs of office and bedroom 

™ CC0mfO " y 

10 certification in 1WL 

Dearth Coo^rt^f-- ^ field 

Sign exchange, partial unit 
in terms „ ya iso seeks contact with 

• its products in Europe. 


As customers demand 
delivery schedules to count 
on. the company is commit- 
icd to provide the client.* 
wiih the service they desire. 

h has been iis objective to 
stay in the leading edge with 
the latest advances in materi¬ 
als. equipment, and priming 
techniques used worldwide. 
New equipment was recently 
acquired allowing substantial 
increase in capacity as well 
as additional versatility. The 
company plays an important 
role in the development of 
the paper converting industry 
in the Arab World through 
its participation in profes¬ 



sional associations such us 
the Amman Chamber ol 
Industry, the Arab Federal inn 
lor Paper Printing and Pack¬ 
aging Industries and the 
International Business Forms 
Industries (Bern. 

Switzerland). 

Nashashibi <£ Ebbini 
Forms specializes in: 

■ Continuous Computer 
Forms in wwf paper, carbon¬ 


less and other special quality 
papers, also in different 
sizes. 

■ Self-Adhesive Labels 
lor computers and laser 
primers as well as labels in 
rolls. 

■ Sanp-scis. medical 
forms used for E.E.G. & 
E.C.G. and other Technical 

Forms. 


Al Safi provides quality salts 
for industrial production 


THE SAFI Salt 
Co. Ltd 

(JOSSCO). 
which was 
established in 
January 1996 at 
a capital of SI 7 
million, is a 
public share 
holding 
company. 

The com¬ 
pany's factory 
is quite natu¬ 
rally located at 
the Dead sea— 
the lowest 
sheet of water 
on the earth's 
surface. The 
brines of the 
Dead sea are 
the saltiest in 
the world, con¬ 
sisting of 7.5 
percent W/W 
Sodium Chloride, this is 
equivalent to a total of about 
12 billion tons. 

The sea is also rich with 
other salts and minerals such 
as Potash. Magnesium. Cal¬ 
cium Bromides and other 
elements. 

The company operates a 
salt plant located at southern 
end of the Dead sea. together 
with loading and storage 
facilities in the port of 
Aqaba. Total investment in 
its facilities has been about $ 
26 million. 

Mr Awni Ammarin, gen¬ 
eral manager of JOSSCO 
says “The salt plant has a 
capacity of 1.2 million tons 
par annum of industrial salt 
which is destined for export, 
either direedy or through 
strategic alliances with inter¬ 



national marketing net 
works. Us products 
include 32UOO M.T. of 
high grade table .salt 
and salt tablet:, in vari ; 
ous package*,, designed 

for local and regional 

markets." 

The main export 
markets for the indus¬ 
trial salt are the coun¬ 
tries in the Mediterra¬ 
nean basin and the 
Asian countries. 

The main purpose of 
the company is to sup¬ 
ply Chloro-AIkali 
industries which 

include high quality 
salt to countries all over the 
world. 

Table sail is marketed in 
Jordan and the region to pro¬ 
vide a quality product which 


Ammarin, 


is packaged in various forms 
and sizes. 

The company employs 250 
people in three locations and 
has an annual turnover of 
about $26 million. ■ 


Visit our booth #30 


At 

MED PARTE NARI AT 
JORDAN 
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Jordanian food production 
company obtaining the 

ISO 9002 




Kasih Canned Food Production Company 
P.O.BOX 6374 AMMAN 11118 JORDAN 
TEL: 962-6 874050.FAX: 962 6- 874291 





Jordanian companies 
taking part in partnersh 


Continued from page 8 

Sea Products 

■ Jordan Industrial Resources 

Co. 

■ Jordan Medical Corporation 
Ltd. 

■ Jordan Minerals establish¬ 
ment (JME) 

■ Jordan Rubber Industries 

■ Jordan Sipes Paints Company 

■ Jordanian Tunisian Chemical 
Co. 

■ Kamel Azar and Sons Co. 

■ Modem Company for Ferti¬ 
lizer Production 

■ Munir Sukhuan Group 

■ National Ammonia and 
Chemical Industries 

■ National Drip Irrigation Co. 

■ National Points Factories Co. 
Lid. 

■ Olympia Factory for Chemi¬ 
cal Industries 

■ Orient Plastic Company 

■ Oscar Dead Sea Products 
Corporation 

■ Plastika for Plastic Industrial 
Co. 

■ Ram Pharmaceutical 
Company 

■ The Arab Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturing Co. Ltd. 

■ The Industrial Commercial & 
Agricultural Co. 

■ Universal Salts Ltd. 

■ World Plastics for Construc¬ 
tion Industries 

■ Yamama Agri-Products 
industrial Co. fYAPU 

■ Zara Natural Dead Sea 
Products 

■ Zoar Natural Dead Sea 
Products 

Services and trading 

Building Construction 

Consultancy 

■ Computer and Engineering 


Kasih’s 
canned food 
go back to 
mother nature 


KASIH CANNED Food Pro¬ 
duction Co. was established in 
1994 on the foot steps of its 
mother company Reslan Kasih 
& Sons Co. that was estab¬ 
lished in 1926. 

Kasih Canned Food products 
include broad beans, chick 
peas, green peas, white beans 
in Tomato Paste plus Hom- 
mous Tahini. 

The company has demon¬ 
strated its commitment to qual¬ 
ity by being the first Jordanian 
food producer to obtain the ISO 
9000 certification, in addition it 
has invested in a state of the art 
Tetra Pak package which is one 
of the best methods available 
for the preservation of food 
products. 

Mr Mohammed Kasih. gen¬ 
eral manager, said (he company 
is looking forward to its partici¬ 
pation in the Medpartenariat 
‘97. He considers it as an 
opportunity for the company to 
meet international business 
people, with wham several cor¬ 
poration opportunities are 
present in woriting together for 
mutual benefit. ■ 


Bureau (CEB) 

■ Eastern Chains Co. for Gold¬ 
smith & Jewelry Ltd. 

■ Elias Nasser and Associates 

■ Elshaktori Trading 
Establishment 

H. Q. and Partner 

■ Integrated Technology Group 

■ Itkan Establishment 

■ Jordan Exporters & Producers 
Assoc, lor Fruit & Vegetables 

■ Jordan Group Shipping Agen¬ 
cies Ltd. 

I Jordan Investment 

Corporation 

■ Jordan Technical Consultants 
Group (JTCG.) 

■ Jordan Technology Group 

Lid. 

■ Management Consultants 
Group International 

■ Michael Dabit & Associates 
Attorneys at Law 

■ Philadelphia Consulting 
Group Ltd. 

■ Taial Abu Ghazaleh 
international Co. 

Engineering, mechani¬ 
cal and electrical 

■ Abu Haltam for Electronic & 
Electric Industries Corporation 

■ Advanced Engineering Tech¬ 
nologies Corporation 

■ Ahliyah Metal Industries Co. 

■ Al Jala] Metal Industrial Co. 

■ Al Wafra Trading and Indus¬ 
trial Esl 

■ Aladdin Industries Co. Ltd. 

■ Alfidaa Industrial 
Establishment 

■ Arab Engineering Industries 
Co. Lid. 

■ Arabian Steel Pipes Manufac¬ 
turing Cb. 

■ Ashour Industrial & Trading 
Co. 

■ Beta Industries for Rotary 
Screw Compressors 

■ Group for Cooperative 
investments 

■ Hatif Telecom Industries Co. 

■ Household Appliances Manu¬ 
facturing Co. (HAMCO) 

■ International EsL for Manu¬ 
facturing and Trading 

■ Jordan investment and Gen¬ 
eral Consulting Company Ltd. 

■ Jordan Sanitaryware Industrial 


Co. 

■ Jordan Universal Gas Cookers 
& Washing Machines 

■ Kaddoura Engineering 
Establishment 

■ Khalifeh Industrial Company 

■ Metal Industries Co. Ltd- 
(METALCO) 

■ Middle East Complex (MED 

■ Nasser Manufacturing Trad¬ 
ing Co. 

■ National Multi Engineering 
Industries Co. 

■ National Radiator Factory 

■ Petra Engineering Industries 
Co. 

■ Rum Metal Manufacturing 
Co. 

■ Salman Group 

■ Universal Metal Extrusion Co. 

Building material 

■ A/W Yassin and Sons Co. 

■ Arab Ceramic Industries Co. 

■ Attanqecb Company 

■ Jordan Cement Factories Co. 

■ Jordan Metal Works Co. Ltd. 

■ Jordan Rock Wool Industries 
Co. 

■ Modem Industrial Marble and 
Granite Industries 

■ Prefabricated Buildings Co. 

Furniture, paper and 
printing 

■ Ayoubi Steel Furniture 
Factory 

■ Dar Al Kemmah for Printing 

■ Forum Furniture Co. 

■ Jordan National Trading Co. 
Ltd. 

■ Jordan Paper and Cardboard 
Factories Co. Ltd. 

■ Jordan Wood Industries Co. 
Ltd. (JWICO) 

■ Nashashibi and Ebbini Forms. 

■ Packaging industries Co. Ltd. 

■ Specialized Furniture Esl 

■ Tissue Paper Mill Co. 

■ Young Muslim Women Asso¬ 
ciation Sheltered Workshop 



Jbr HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Natural Mineral products 




$mn 0he !|| 

SALTS , MUD MfJSK , SOAP, 
BODY LOTION , SKIN CREAMS 


TOP 0FTHE TDPs 

Now, You Can Contact The Prodncer Directly: 


Oscar DEAD SEA PRODUCTS C0RP, 


TelFax:+962 - 6 - 696536 Tel: 696535 
P.0£ox: 53 Tta 1 El-Ali 11953 Amman-Jordan, 

E-UAEMgcar- (gpo-co/n./o. 
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QUALITY 


RELIABILITY 


STATE-OF-THE 
ART TECHNOLOGY 

Tel. 09/99 77 88, Fax 09/99 7790 . ' 

P.O.Box9823 Amman11191 Jordan. 
eMail: nefoms@go.cotn.jo 
Internet site: http://www,arab.riet/neforms. 
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10 THE STAR 


10 JUILLET 199.7? 



Les hommes de la Revolution 

ROBESPIERRE 

Son election commc depute du Tiers aux Etais gencraux met fin a une banal? 
camfcre d'avocat de province. Imprdgn£ de son ideal Rousscauisic ei de sa mis¬ 
sion politique, Robespierre se veui irr^prochable, dans sa vie politique bien en- 
lendu, mais aussi dans son apparencc vestimentaire. Un Lemoignage de I'epoque 
le ddcrit ainsi : ales yenK vefls. le icini pale, habit nankin rave vert, gilci rtiyc 
bleu, era vale blanche ravee rouge-. 

Dfes 1789 il affiche des ideaux democraliques. II deviem I'homme fort des Jac¬ 
obins et se fait une reputation d 'a incorruptible Jefenseur du people-. Elu a lu 
convention il aninie le groupc des Montagnards. pousse a lu condemnation du 
roi et oeuvre 5 la chute de la Gironde. A partir de juillet 1793, il sifeee sans dis- 
ccmiinuer au Comild de salul public et met la Terreur a I'ordre du jour. Au prin- 
temps 1794. il abat tour £i tour les hdbertistes et les »indu(gentsUne coalition 
se Forme contre lui. il est arrdld Ic 27 juillet 1794 et guillotine lc lendemain. 







Sports 


Souvenirs, souvenirs 


121 athletes prets a tout 

Pour la Seme fois consecutive, la Jordanie participe aux Jeux Panarabes 
qui conimencent ce samedi cl se tiendront jusqu'au 27 juillet a Beyrouth. 
Revue des troupes a deux jours de la competition. 


L'an passe, les Jeux 
Panarabes avaiem i5te annulus 
en raison des hombardements 
israeliens dans le sud du Li- 
ban. Cette Fois. its auront bien 
lieu. -Lu competition sera de 
htuii niveau-, annonce Amer 
Al-Weizani. Ic champion de 
natation, -tiepins quelqucs 
letups dejee nous avails des en- 
irainemcnis intensifs tous les 
jours dt lu semaine*. Amer est 
detentcur du record national en 
100 et 200 metres dos crawld. 
en 200 ei 400 metres papillon 
et il sc sent pret ;1 rclever Ic 
defi. Son object if : decrocher 
une mddaille de bronze. Les 
ambitions nc son! pas les 
mcmes pour Hana Majaj. C'cst 
la premiere lois qu'ellc parti¬ 
cipe a une telle competition 
dans fa categoric senior : -il 
csl i rat que je fais panic de 
I’equipe nt uii male depuis 10 
(ins mais tnon experience au 
niveau international reste limi- 
lee ». En junior. Hana a tout de 
meme pris pan uu ehampion- 
nnf des Pays de Ja Mddilernj- 
nee en Turquie et au champi- 
onnat des pays arabes. qui s'est 
tenu demicrement en Jordanie. 
Malgn? sa courte experience 
intemationaie. elle emend en- 
registrer un record personnel : 
- c'cst nouveau pour moi mais 
je ferai de man ttueux pour ra¬ 
mmer lu vieloire-. 

De la memo mani&re. 
I'dquipe de basket-ball entame 
les demiers prepared fs el mul- 
liplie les competitions locales 
afin Jo sc familiariser avec 
I'aimosphere des matchs. 
L'arrivde de Zeid Alkas ren- 
force I'cffcctif jordanien et la 
confiance des joueurs. Atkas 
poursuit uctuellemcnt ses 
Etudes aux Etats-Unis et il a 
£td sdlectionnd recemment 
dans I’dquipe intemationaie du 
Moyen-Orient pour affronter 
la Corde dans un championnat 
-■All Stars**. Zeid Alkas y a dte 
dlu meilleur marqueur et mcil- 
leur tireur au lancer franc. 
-Nous avons perdu mais per- 
sonnellanent j'ai bien joue», 
avoue-t-il sans cacher sa satis¬ 
faction, ace championnat emit 
un bon moyen de preparer les 
Jeux Panarabes uuxquels je 


£'est la vie 

L'agenda 
fran^ais 
cT Amman 

Cinema 

Cycle consacre & 
l'acteur Lino Ven¬ 
tura. Espion leve-toi , 
d'Yves Boisset 
(1981): lundi 13 
juillet a 20h30 au 
CCCL. 

Exposition 
Jusqu'au 29 juillet 
au CCCL, la photo- 
graphe Jan Kassay 
expose ses plus 
beaux cliches de 
fleurs. 


™'Star 
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’ U n t aj llM W, 

Visit our 
web site on 
http: www. 
Arabia.com/ 
Star 


Le Jourdain, 
on y revient. 

Tous les 
jeudis dans 
le Star 
645 380 


participe pour la premiere 
/bis*. Les basfcetteurs savent 
que ceuc competition ne sera 
pas une sinecure : -TEgxptc. le 
Liban et la Tttnisie, si elies 
participcnt, sonl les cquipes a 
batire-. reconnaissent les 
joueurs du royaumc. -nous 
n'avons qua faire notre possi¬ 
ble. le reste e'est Diet! qui s'en 
occupe ! -. 

En alhletismc. e’est Nada 
Kawar qui s'alignera dans les 
dpreuves du disque. du javclot 
et du poids. La jeune athlete 
espere un resultat. a pres ses 
bonnes performances au ni¬ 
veau regional. Elle n'en sera 
pas a son coup d'essai. Lu pre¬ 
miere fais qu'elle a represent*? 
la Jordanie. c'ctaii I'annde der- 
niere aux Jeux Olympiques 


d*Atlanta. Alors ii Beyrouth, on 
s'attend a un coup de maitre.fl 

Rana Kawar-Bagacen 

La Jordanie presente 121 
athletes dans 13 epreuves 
sur les 20 proposees : foot¬ 
ball, taekwondo, karate, 
judo, tennis de table, atble- 
tisme, natation, lutte, boxe, 
basket-bail, equitation, tir, 
halterophilie. Aux derniers 
Jeux Panarabes organises 
en Syrie en 1992, le roy- 
aume hachemite avail ter¬ 
ming 9eme avec une rae- 
daille d'or, six d 1 argent et 
six de bronze. 


D’un 14 juillet a I’autre 

Commemore pendant la Revolution , puis banni du calertdrier, le 14 juillet ct ete 
institue fete Rationale en 1880. Avec ses defiles , ses bals et ses feux d'artifice, il est 

reste une fete populaire vivante. - 



Pas de 14 juillet 

sans defile miliuiirc. I'ui-cc 
I’heure de I'Europe. La fete de 
la Nation est celle de ses ar- 
mees. Adoplanl cn 1880 le 14 
juillet eomme jour de fine na- 
tionale. la Troisieme Repu- 
hliquc avail fait <Je la distribu¬ 
tion dc nouveaux drapeaux aux 
regiments, le temps fon dc 
ccttc nouvellc celebration. De¬ 
puis. satif aux ftetrres noires Je 
I'occupaiion. les revues mill- 
taircs n'nnl cesse dc s'identilicr 
au 14 juillet. avec une I'erveur 
poignumc cn 1919 et en 1945. 
annde de paix gagncc. 

Mais quelle est la filiation 
entre les parades milimires ct la 
prise de la Bastille 7 Quelle est 
la parente entre les troupes en 
rangs impeccables el la foule 
accoume devant le fort leodal 
transform^ cn prison mvale. 
dans le but d'y irouver de la 
poudre ct des munitions pour 
les 30.000 fusils pris ie mmin 
meme ? C'est que in Revolution 
a connu deux 14 juillet : cclui 
de 1789 et eclui de 1790. Le 
second fin plus qu'unc com¬ 
memoration du premier. Ce 
jour-lit. appcie fete de la Feder¬ 
ation (voir cncudre). une mani¬ 
festation enthousiaste russem- 
blait sur Ic Chanip-dc-Mars 
14.000 gardes nationaux venus 
des 83 de pane men ls nouvclle- 
ment crees. Par cette demons¬ 
tration etail affirmee I'unite na- 
tionale. Les gardes nationaux. 
prStant serment de defendre - la 


Ceuc eunvietion allait inspircr 
les celebrations du hicenic- 
nairc. particulieremerU lors de 
I'iinaginativc parade sur les 
Champs-Elvsces. 

Pa*« dc fete populaire sans 
danse. La Ibule dansait a la 
Bastille apres la reddilion. el la 
Fete de la Federation s'est 
achevec cn danscs el en chants 
sous la pluic. De nos jours au- 
eune eummune de France ne 
cclehre le 14 juillet sans son 
hal. Bal des pompiers, hals de 
quartier. bal du village, la 
danse I'cmporte sur tous les 
airs. Lu nuit. les rues et les 
places sunt a la musique. La 


veille au soir. a la campagne et 
dans quclques grandes villes. 
des retraites au flambeau bala- 
dent des lampions dans le fra¬ 
cas et la fumee des petards, 
dem'&re la fanfare ou 
I'harmonie. 

La joum^c du 14 juillet est 
I'occasion dc jeux. de toumois. 
dc manifestations sporttves ou 
folktoriques. Les comit& des 


fetes organ!sent des banquets 
en plein air ou les. sp&ialhds 


la nuit leurs pulmiers jgn«s._ j 
leurs domes itrdents. Icurs ar- 


rfgionales' cedent paifois de-- - bbrcscerices . incandescentcs. 


vant le mdcboui, devenu plat 
tradilionncl tTagapes rurales. 
Puis dominant les Ilonflons et 
les so nos. plus gclatams que les 
illuminations. les feux 
d'aitifices jettent, a la nuit tom- 
bde. de Taltegresse dans les 
yeux. iracenL dphemeres dans 


leurs ombreiles enibras&s. 
leers gerhes incencHajres. leurs ^ 
pluics pyrophores. leu r bouquet 
tinaLH~ : ‘ ' 

• - t.-;• Jean-Mare Dfopuich - 



Un enfant utilise un pe- 


liberte, la constitution a Li riscope pour nueux voir le 
lot-, sccllaient I union du peu- ..-d. y 
pie et dc sa force arm£e. \ apue. 


14 juillet 1790 V ' 

Preparatifs pour la fetede la federation 

La date du 14 juillet, prtivue pour la federation generale des Gardes Nautmales^Ai royaumc. up- 
proche. et le Champ>de-Mars. lieu de la fete, n'est pas pr§i h recevdir lcs participmus '. des rc- 
tanJs ont pris dans les Lravaux de terrassemenL • _ : . ■ .; /. . . ^ - 

On volt alors un grand nombre de Parisiens. de toutes cat^gones socialcs, vi^Tir prcler niain ^ 
forte. C’est un peu une fete avant la (ete, une reunion joyeuse des ciidyens daris’le iravatl.' Le tin 
lui meme. le 9 juillet. y va de son coup de pioche. ■" - -V - *- 

L'cstampe met en scene ces «joumees de brouetles>». * Tuns les bans ciloytiu (tint itiis la main 
it I'ocuvrc ct fon distingue sur trois plans, les patriot es terrassiers : desfemmes enbounei 
phrygjen. des enfants, un religicux un peu perdu et insolite mondain portanl wr parasol. Au 
dernier plan, pour tirer un tombe- • •• , 

ream les patriot es torment une 
chaine : 1‘unton nationaie. theme 
de In Federation, est dejb en 
marche. 

Mais I'union a ses exclus : les 
arisiocrates. La tradition auribue 
la naissance du c^Iebre refrain qa 
ira a ccs journecs de juillet 1790, 
tandis que les xers inscrits dans le 
registre supfeieur otmoncenL plus 
crumenL la couleur : 

-Arisiocrates vous voila done ^ 
foutus/Le Chainps-dc-Mars vous 
foul la pelle au cul / Nous baise- 
rons vox femmes / El vous nous 
buiseret le ctiL.. 




Malgre une rude concurrence avec notamment I'Egypte et 
le lJban, les basketteurs jordaniens comptent bien realiser 
une performance. 


loi sccllaient I'union du peu- 
ple et dc sa force arm£e. 

' Les republicans de 1880 en- 
tendaient bien celebrer ccs 
deux dates. Lc jour de la fete 
nationaie seraii -par excellence 
la fete du people puree que 
cette de la liberie cl de la pa- 
trie v. Selon les circonslances 
historiques. I’accent est mis sur 
I'aspect populaire. patriotique. 
la defense ou la conquete des li¬ 
beries. «■La efutte de la Bastille, 
c'est la elude de mutes les bas¬ 
tilles-. proclamait Victor Hugo. 



En commemoration 
de la fete nationaie fran^aise 

Le directeur general et le personnel de 
TAl Kazar Hotel d'Aqaba presentent 
leurs voeux les plus chers au peuple de 
France et a ses dirigeants. 



GROUPE COMPAGNIE GENERALE DES EAUX 
LEADER MONDIAL DES SERVICES COLLECTIFS 


14 DECEMBRE 1853: an decret imperial legalise la creation 
de la Compagnie Generale des Eaux qni obtient son premier 
contrat de gestion de service public de distribution d'eau a 
Lyon. 

FIN 1996, la Compagnie Generate des Eaux dessert une po¬ 
pulation d’environ 65 millions d'habitants en eau potable et 
en assalnissement. 

NOTRE VOCATION: assurer chaque jour et pour chacun 
les services essentiels a la vie collective, ameliorer sans cesse 
notre environnement quotidien. 

NOTRE POLITIQUE est axee sur la qualite, la transparence 
et la comp£titivitg. 

NOTRE DEMARCHE QUALITE consiste a placer le 
CLIENT final CONSOMMATEUR au centre des preoccupa¬ 
tions du Groupe. 



































Les hommes de la Revolution 

DANTON 

Georges Damon esi nc en 1759. Avocal au parlemeni de Paris, il est un orateur rc- 
marquahle uvee une silhouette aussi massive ei puissante que sa voix et son discours. 
Toui I'opposc a Robespierre y compris la fagon de se v&ir. L'un est soigne. e'est Ro¬ 
bespierre, 1'autre est dibraille, e'est Dan ton. Celui-ci prifere miser sur ia seduction de 
son discount. 

Depute du Tiers aux Etals generaux. il fonde en 1790 le club des Cordeliers. II joue 
un role decisil au lendemain du 10 Aoiit 1792 : ministre de la justice dans le conseil 
execuiif. il organist la resistance h Vavanoge des Pmssiens et galvanise le-s energies. 
EIu a la Convention, il siege parmi les Montagnaxds. fait voter la cr&uion du tribunal 
nivolutionnairc cl preside le premier comite de salui public : mais s es amities giron- 
dines. ses intrigues ct sa vdnalite le font exciure de ce comiu£ en juillet 1793. A pres 
quelques mt»i> de rciraite de la scene politique, il revient pour denoncer la d&hristiani- 
sation cl reclamcr la tin de la Terreur, prenaat ainsi la tele des «indulgenl$*>. II est guil¬ 
lotine le 5 avril 1794. 
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_ Utterature 

La longue attente d’£« attendant 

at l et i em J' Ia revue fr an co-arabe de nouvelles et de 
poemes vient enfin de sortir son 3eme numero. Un ouvraee aux 

moyens toujours aussi limites et aux textes toujours aussi libres. 


*x*-*rt fTMT. ■ 


Projer 


"Quel bonheur de 

voir que la francophenie pent 
prendre une autre forme que 
celle d'un folloque, d'un rap¬ 
port ou d'une assembler pie- 
mere !» (Agn&s Romatet- 
Espagne): *Ici esi reprisentie 
cette dissemblance/ 

assemblance enlre deux 
longues tnrocmies, I'arabe ei 
le franpais* (Adonis). La pre¬ 
miere est frangaise et ancienne 
attachte culturelle a 
I'Ambassade de France. le se¬ 
cond est un pofete syrien. De 
quoi parlent-ils ? De la revue 
En attendant, de cette revue lit- 
t^raire franco-arabe nde autour 
d'un cafd. II y a deux ans, des 
dcrivains jordaniens et frangais 
se nSunissent dans les troquets 
du centre-ville ei evoquent le 
projet un peu fou d’une publi¬ 
cation bilingue. «!l s'agissait 
ifecrivains passionnes de lit- 



«Jji nuit a etc jaune _ 

Pleine de cris, de pkdntes et de 
non veaux-nes»- Alexei Fita 


teralure ei de poesie, mais qui 
tlaieni peu ou jamais publics*, 
raconte Sylvain Rouault, l'un 
des merabres du comiuS de re¬ 
daction de la revue, ■» I'idee. 
e'etait de favoriser de nou¬ 
velles icnratiws litteraires•. 

Quand le projet a trouvej un 
dcho suffisant auprfes des &ri- 
vains. I'Ambassade de France a 
acceptd d'en financer une par- 
tie. Ensuite, il fallait trouver de 
quoi remplir les pages. *Toui 
de suite, nous ai'ons commence 
a rccuperer des textes person- 
neb. experim en faux et margi- 
naux dont /’expression litte- 
raire revelait une certaine 
vision de la societe ou de la vie 
quoiidicnne», explique Ahmad 
N'Sour. un des fondateurs. Les 
textes hors-normes torment 
done I'originalitd de cette re¬ 
vue qui *se demarque de la Itt- 
lerature classique», insiste 
Sylvain Rouault. *nous 
tenons toujours a ce 
que le contenu du teste 
propose corresponde a 
cette orientation .•. 

Juillet 1995, le pre¬ 
mier numdro est en 
vente sans qu'une suite 
soil vraiment prfvue. 
C'dtait surtout (a publi¬ 
cation de la revue qui 
comptait i 1’epoque. 
«Au d£but. beaucoup 
decrivains se sont 
moniris sceptiques et 
certains s'attendaicm 
mime a ce qu’on 
ichoue». se rappetle 
Ahmad N'Sour avec 
ironie. *nous a ions 
paunant mb le paquet 
pour que cette revue 
compte dans le monde 
liairaire». On pari tenu. 
puisque-six rams aprfes 
et 350 exemplaires ven- 
dus. sort le deuxitme 
numdro : *pour le ria- 
liser, nous nous 
sommes retrouvis avec 
plus de 130 nouvelles 
et 200'poemes venam 
du Liban, de la Syrie, 
de I'lrak ou d’Egypte», 
ajoute Ahmad. 


/T\ 


Artistma 

JORDAN ARTS & CRAFTS CENTER 


Mais En attendant n'est tou¬ 
jours pas une revue pdriodique. 
Le 3eme numero actuellement 
cn vente n’est sorti qu’un an 
aprfcs le pr6c€dent. *Ce retard 
est du au fait que les deux 
Francois, a I'originc de In re¬ 
vue, sont retoumis en France •, 
explique Sylvain, «par aitteurs, 
nous avons eu des difficuhes fi- 
nancieres, des moyens informa- 
tiques limites et des textes pas 
toujours adaptes*. 

La distribution elle-aus&i 
reste artisanale puisqu'elle se 
fait surtout *de la main a la 
main*. Avec un budget 
d'environ 1400 JD. dont la moi- 
tid est financ^e par 
I'Ambassade de France. 
I'dquipe d'En attendant limite 
au maximum tous ses frais. Ce 
qui lui pennet de proposer un 
prix de vente accessible k 
toutes les bourses (I dinar). 
Sylvain Rouault regrette seule- 
ment * qu’un petit prix ne soil 
pas considere comme un gage 
de sirieux. Certains aitr'ibuent 
Vexcellence d'un livre a son 
prix. Pour ces personnes-la. 
plus e'est cher et plus e'est inii- 
ressant». 

11 reste que cette revue a le 
mdrite d'exisier et qu'elle a de 
quoi Stancher la curiosity des 
publics frangais el jordanien. 
En Attendant est un veritable 
instrument d'dchanges cuiturels 
entrie deux langues vivames : 
•e'est la premitre publication 
de ce genre et eUe a rtussi a 
voir le jour malgre sa 
* marginaliie »*, rencherissent 
les toivains Mohammad 
Tobdmer et Mouhib Barghoty. 

Les cr£ateurs-de la revue 
veulent k present en developper 
le principe: •Nous anendons la 
criaiion d'une association 
moyen-orienlale dont le siege 
serait d Amman. Cela permel- 
traii defaire connaitre la revue 
dans la region», 

s'enthousiasme Sylvain 

Rouault, *une association du 
mime genre est d l'etude en 
France. Pourquoi pas ? S'il y a 
des Francois que la longue 
arabe et le Moyen-Oriem attir- 
ent». 

Nabed Al-Khloof 


L'eau d'Amman sur le chemin du prive 

La Water Authority of Jordan (WAJ) va deleguer d'ici quelques mois la gestion du 
reseau d'eaux potables et usees du Grand Amman a un operateur prive. Une premiere 
en Jordanie pour un organisme public. L’entreprise qui remportera le marche sera 
chargee d'assitrer une meilleure utilisation de l'eau, 
dont les pertes s’evaluent d plus de 50%. 


Le lancement dun 

appel d'offres. e'est un peu 
comme une candidature aux 
Jeux OJympiques. Premifcre 
etape : la prdqualification com¬ 
mence fin juin et close le 
4 aout prochain. A Tissue dc 
cette premiere selection, une 
short-list sera £mblie. Deuxieme 
etape : le lancement de I’appel 
d'offres propremem Jit en sep- 
tembre et enfin le choix final de 
l’opfrateur pnfvu en janvter 
1998. 

Plus d'une quinzaine 
d'entreprises auraient fait 
acre de camlidature. Aux coils 
des Britanniques et des Ame'ri- 
cains. les Frangais seront repnf- 
sentls par trois grands greupes: 
Suez-Lyonnaise des uux (la 
banque et la societl de services 
collectifs onl fusionne le 19 juin 
dernier), la Ccmpagnie Gene- 
rale des Eaux et SAUR (filiale 
du groupe Bouyguesj. Objet de 
toutes les convoitises : la ges¬ 
tion ddegu& du rlseau d'eaux 
potables ei usees du Grand Am¬ 
man. Plus d’1.6 million 
d’habitants sont concemls. 

58 projeks sur l’eau 

Un control avec des enjeux a 
long-tenne. Pour I'instant. il est 
programme sur 4 ans sous la 



77 suffit de se promener dans 
la rue pour comprendre que le 
reseau d’Amman a besoin 
d'etre rehabilite. Les fuites 
nombreuses sont I'une des rai¬ 
sons des pertes d'eau. 

forme d'une regie interessee 
(e'est-^-dire avec une autono- 
mie reduite de I'oplrateur) mais 
a Tissue de cette periode. le con¬ 
tra pounait devenir une verita¬ 
ble concession de 12 it 20 ans. 
Ensuite. I'emreprise selection- 
trfe marquera des points pre- 
cieux sur les terres jordaniennes 


I^chiffr^de la penurie jordanienne 

• -En l995; fede:880.nultf6hs de metres 
^nuie u—i. 28%-pour l*usage domes- 


Jgir'jpffr m la-population active - (les agricultenrs) produi- 
sant^% dqMBi-.- 

' Le dSfkit hydraniiqne est evafae & 221 millions de. metres 
qabes 'eit l995. $dfKi lev ^rlvisioas de la WAJ, ce deficit 
devt^ait recnler daits prochaiues annees grace a la reali- 
safion^des aombraoc projete pr^vus par Pauioritl pabljque 
(296 m3Kbny en 200ft puis senlement 238 milhons en 2005) 
jnais ll nedisjrarait pas. Avec raugmentatioo de la popula¬ 
tion, la detriarefe en-eau' est an contraitc croissante: 1101 
nnlikMK de mfetres cubes eri 95, pins de i400 en 2005. Et 
.pooctant 9 tdinbe chaqae anwe plus de 6 milliards de 
metres, cdties d’eau sur le royaame hachlmite. Mais 90% 
s'lvaporent ansdtdL ' 


en \ue d autres grands projets, 
noramment I'assainissemcnt du 
bassin de b riviere de Zarqa 
(195 millions de JD) et le projet 
d'adduction d'eau Disi-Amman 
i420 millions de JD). 

•Drpitis le soinmet d'Amman 
il v a trois ans. les intentions 
dairement exprimees par les 
itutoriles locales d'avancer 
duns un processus de privatisa¬ 
tions sont I'une des raisons 
pour lesquelles la Lyonnaise a 
decide d'installer son bureau 
regional en Jordanie *. nc cache 
pas Joubranc Owayshek. direc- 
teur regional pour tout le Moy- 
en-Orient et I'Afrique du Nonl 
texceptes le Maroc et Israel). 
Reussir le projet du Grand Am¬ 
man. e'est done s'ouvrir les 
pones hydrauliques du royaume 
hachemite. La semaine der- 
niere. la Jordanie a prlsentl ii la 
Banque mondiale pas moins de 
58 projets concemant cette 
question de l'eau. 6 combien! 
cruciaie pour un pays en con¬ 
stant penurie (voirencadrf). 

Court chi m*: 2 francs 

La capitale n’est pas epar 
gnee : les tuyaux du rlseau 
d'Amman sont remplis d'eau 
seulement deux jours par se¬ 
maine voire moins. Pour lenir le 
reste du temps, l'eau est stockee 
dans des citemes qui fleurissent 
la plupart des toits de la ville. 
Devant ce risque permanent de 
penurie. les Ammanais sont tils 
avares de leur eau. »Avec 100 
litres par jour et par habitant, 
e'est cenainemeni I'une des 
capitales du monde ou I'on con¬ 
somme le moins d'eau*, con- 
slate Denis Fourmeau. attache 
infrastructures pits 

I’Ambassade de France en Jor¬ 
danie et specialise dans les 
problemcs de l'eau. line situa¬ 
tion d’3utant plus prloccupante 
que la cirl connart des pertes 
Inormes : ».wr 100 litres injec- 
tes duns le reseau. la WAJ s'en 
fait payer 46 seulement ». pour- 
suit Denis Fourmeau. «r7 s'agit 


de pertes techniques, e’est-u- 
dire des fuites classiques (ca- 
nalbations percees... ). et de 
pertes adminbiratives : des 
compteurs non rcleves. inac- 
cessihles ou carrement des 
bmnehements pirates*. 

Face a ce gaspillage. la WAJ 
pratique des prix (250 fils, envi¬ 
ron 2 francs = cout moyen du 
metre cube d'eau potable) qui 
ne lui permenent pas de cou vrir 
les couts de maintenance. Et le 
gouvemement refuse 

d'augmenrer la facture du parti- 
culier de peur d'etre confront^ a 
des tmeutes de l'eau comme il y 
.avail eu des Imeutes du pain 
Fannie demiere. 

Enfin la Water Authority 3c- 
cumule les dettes et semhle 
structurellemem en faillite. Cel 
organisme aurait les pires diffi- 
cultls pour payer ses employes 
h la fin du mois. avec environ 


21 millions dc JD d'impaycs 
aupres d'entreprises locales. 
Bref. I'amvee d'un operateur 
privt devrait permettre 
d'assainir la gestion d'un reseau 
qui pan k vau-l'eau. • Notre ac¬ 
tion portent Jnvantage sur les 
couts que sur les revenus*. prt- 
rise d'aiJJeurs Serge Petiljean de 
la Ccmpagnie Glnerale des 
Eaux. Effectivement la WAJ 
garden la maitrise des tarifs. a 
I'entreprise priv& d'ameliorer 
les performances du rlseau. S3 
mission se limiterait alors a lu 
distribution de l'eau. toujours 
livrle aux pones dc'la ville par 
la WAJ : e'est it Ibeure actuelle 
ITiypothese la plus probable. La 
route qui mene au *toui priv£>. 
est de toute fagon encore ties 
longue.B 

Yannick Lainl 


Dakkak Tours &Trauel 

Felicite 
la Republique 
Frangaise, le 
gouuernement, 
I’ambassadeur et tout 
le peuple frangais de 
leur journee speciale: 
le 14 juillet 
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table clothes, cushions, dresses, ete~ 

Reproduction of 
museum pieces ^ 

3226 Amman U&J*, 
9:00 am to 7:00 pro 



Bam 


Soldes d’ete 

Be 15% h 50% sur tout 
le stock 

ranis, coussins, tapissenes 
rSreTspeciales pour les 

a^ences, K* 
entreprises et les hotels 

Du 15 au 31 juillet 
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DES UGNES EliGANTES, BEAUCOUP 
lyENVERGURE, UN ESPACE iNTtklEUR 
G j h tfR£U)C MfiGAhC CLASSIC SAIT DON- 
NEK SANS COMPTER- EXCEPTIONNELLE 
HABTFABUTt POSTE DE PtOTAGE ERGO- 

MtCAME CLASSIC 


nomjoue, rafhnement des Equipe- 

MENTS, HAUT NWEAU DE CONFORT 
ACOUSTIOUE ET THERMIOUL... A BORD 
DE CETTE GRANDE BERL1NE. LA CONVMA- 
UTt A TOUTE SA PLACE. DOTEE D'UN 


Etonnant SENS pratique, mEgane 
CLASSIC OFFRE DES BANQlffTTES ARRJERES 
RABATTABLES 1/3 - 2/3, ET UN VASTE 
COFFRE DE 510 DM 1 . QUI ACCEPIE TOUS 
VOS BAGAGES AVEC LE SOURIRE. TROIS 


MOTORtSAHON, BS&tCE PStFORMANITS ET 
SOB RES, UN COMPOKTEMBff ROUTIB? RB’RO- 
CHABLE^. MEGAfC CLASSIC ESI PRETE POUR 
TOUS LES VOYAGES. 



SOYEZ RAISONNABLES, FAITES-VOUS PLAISIR. 


RENAULT 

LES VOITURES 
A V1VRE 
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Les hommes de la Revolution 

SAINT-JUST 

Sa jeunesse - il est ie plus jeune depute de la Convention - sa heaute. son tem¬ 
perament exaltf et intransigeant, et 5a courte cam fere politique en font an penon- 
nage de Ifegende. Vouant une admiration sans homes a Robespierre, it suit un par- 
cours parallfele. Ii entre au comitfe de salut public puis remplit avec succcs 
plusieurs missions aux armfees. EJu president de la Convention en fierier 1 794. U 
renforce la terreur, elabore les dfecrets de ventose et aide Robespierre dans la luue 
centre les factions. II monte fe I'dchafaud le 28 juillet 1794 en compagnie de ce 
dernier. 

Ses institutions rfepublicaines furent publifees aprfes sa niort : il y propose une 
rfepublique vertueuse, sur le modfele spaniate. 


JiSEga- 



Experience 

Etudiant a Mafraq 

Hugo emit satis doute le premier Frangais 
venu etudierci 1'universite islamique 
d'Al-Albeyt pris de Mafraq. Quatre mois 
d'une vie de potache unpeu particuliere. 


Interview 


Difficile de s'occuper 
ie soir a i'univcrsiie Al-AIbeyt 
de Mafraq. Les xoinSes d'Hugo 
ont souvent fete longues. Cours 
d'arabe le matin, revisions 
fapres-midi. diner i I8h30 et 
aprfes "? Aprcs. ii n’y a pas 
grand chose a faire. Dans cette 
universitfe islamique Interna¬ 
tionale. Jes fiestas nocturnes nc 
sont pas autorisees. Pas 
d'alcool. pas de cigarettes et 
les relations entre filtes et 
gallons sont ires surveillfees. 
Hugo avoue que 
«la vie universi- 
Zaire n'est pas nHt 
tlrole la-bas». 

Consiruite dans I 1|§|W s I 
un ancien camp . il 

militaire. en »■ 

plein dfesere a 80 BPjffl&Jfr 1 
kiiomfetres au 
nonJ-cst Ngw 

d'Amman. 

I'universitfe A l* jHB 
Albeyt esc une 
sorte denormc 
campus entoure 

de bnrbefes qui 

n'inspire pas 

vraiment 

I'enthousiasme. 

Hugo, dfes qu'il 

peut, essaye de 
passer ses week- tesBaBMW 
ends dans la ca¬ 
pitate: ■•quanJ je me retrouve a 
AbJali, j’ai tout de suite unc 
impression de vie el 
diuiimaliem*. Alors pourquoi 
etre allc Vcmener a Mafraq 7 
Pour bien apprendre I'arabe 
tout simplcment. Aprfes un pre¬ 
mier trimestre d'enseignements 
dfeccvanis h I'universitfe de Jor- 
danie, Hugo a dfecidfe de con¬ 
tinuer I'annfee dans le ddsero A 
Al-Aibcyt. si on ne s'y amuse 
pas trop. en revanche, on y tra¬ 
vail le dur. En quclques temps, 
ie jeune homme fait des 
progrfes phenomenaux et avoue 
n'avoir des difficult^ qu'a sai- 
sir le dialecte des bedouins du 


Education ,V. 

Le frangais au tawjihil999 


■ Pitts de25-000fifevesappnronent le ft^tnfeajs daixy les :; 
ecoles privees et peut-fetre 41500; Si.la i:esitt« proc^ainel 
dans les ficoles gdbliques. Dfesormais le trangais is^a . 
propose at gj ennta Jordmriensdes Ja ;|iuriifetnfe i dji , i»Sj ’, 

quand 20 families .*• demandent r y 

frangais, tme daSsfi est^uverte; Selpn:f^ fes^nations.;.'. 
actaeUes da. ministfere de I’edneatiofc 8tf'd#seis -iton^ 1 

.an*. j'a, ■ 


langue de Molifer* n’ arait couno ure M eflg<^ienrcttt en; ~.J. 
Jordanie. Le .ministre. de T&temian. j eC’_HderW 


1999, une matifere optionnelle pout; la se^dn littSraire M 
voire Obligatoire pour-la Rtifere h81ellfere. \ 

Suite fe la visite du president Jacqiies Gbirairfen Jor^ •*. 
danie Fannie dernifere, unecominissiini mixte-s’est reu^ r : 
nie dfebut 97 pour «favoriser Ut ctmp^ddart'erdnt i^s , 
deux pays dans lea domaincs Unguistujue ei idpkmfyk -'J 
natamment renforcer f'ense^-nenien/' dtt jr<tn£ai &' dixns = - 
les 6coles». rappelle Grigory IWattre, atiachfe linguis- . 
tique adjoint et professenr au Cenfirt cutfoeffrangais, 

Dans les universit& de Yarmouk et de.Jor&ipiel. ’ 
1‘enseignetnent du frangais connaSt fegalei %e«i :des 
lotions avec la mise ea place conis%aciaiisfes no- U 
tamraent dans le tourisme. «Il s 'agit d’dffrir ■ ; -ix~&tudir -'•» 
ants des debouchis professionnds apris letas &udes*,\.'- 
poursuit Gregory Deiattre. Plus qaestioti de Caat m; r. 
le frangais dans une langue de la culture on del’amour. ’. 
Par aitieuis, dfes octohre s'oovrira up iosAiit de forma-] 
tion hotelifere et tourist! que oft le friangalS sera unfe deS , : 
langues (^GcieDes avec I'arabe etl’anglai&'fll 

- Ndh^d Ad-KfaloDf . . 



«Pas de paix possible avec la colonisation* 

Pour Bernard Bajoleu ambassadeur de France en Jordanie , la direction choisie par Israel ne 

metier d une reprise du dialogue. 


dtfsen. rlcu quand tu paries 
arabe, les gens sont trbs con¬ 
tents•, apprficie-t-il, •parfois, 
les chauffeurs de taxis ne me 
faisaient mime pas payer ponce 
que je partais leur langue». Sur 
le campus aussi bien entendu. 
les discussions s'engagent en 
arabe lie classique davantage 
que le dialectal d'ailleurs). 
Hugo a surtout sympathise avec 
les autres feiudiants 6trangers du 
campus. Comme lui, ils sont 

venus apprendre I'arabe. la 

langue du Co- 

- ran. Ils viennent 

, d'Ukraine ou de 

k Guinfee. Tous 

ou presque sont 
Mg t musulmans. 

Lui. le Frangais 
K aux cheveux, 

blonds, se dli 

chrdtien. Alors 
les dfebats reli- 
£ , gieux sont nom- 

jmC/ « breux. Hugo. 

i malgrfe un pas- 
sage d I'fecole 
’ des pferes polo- 
nais. n'est pas 

R un dfifenseur 
achamfe de sa 

et n'hdsite pas i 
questionner ses 
camarades: *je les ai souvent 
iruerroges sur les contraintes 
unposies par VIslam*. On lui 
rfepond sans s'offusquer mats 
toujours avec une pointe de 
prosdlytisme. Malgrfi les appar- 
ences et sa barbe de *cheikh>», 
Hugo ne s'est pas convert! h 
I'IsIam aprfes quatre mois pas¬ 
ses h Mafraq. Aujourd’hui il est 
retoumd en France mais se pro- 
met de revenir un jour dans le 
Moyen-Orient pour travailler 
dans Ie domainc de 1’eau -«i/ y 
a torn a fairs ici • - et surtout ne 
pas perdre son arabe.B 

Le Jourdain 


Le Jourdain: Comment jugez- 
vous I'attitude de Netanyabou 
vis4-vis du processus de paix 
depuis un an ? 

Bernard Bajotet: Nous 

sommes trfes dfegus. Nous espfe- 
rons que le dernier mot n'a pas 
fetd die Actuef/emem la situation 
est bloquiSe et on peut ires 
sine fere merit se demander si le 
gouvemement israelien veut 
toujcHjrs la paix. 

Le Jourdain: Est-il possible de 
sortir de cette crise ? 

Bernard B^jolet: Oui. ii condi¬ 
tion de ie voulotr. Or nous 
avons fimpression que cette vo- 
lontfe n'existe pas. Avum de met- 
tre en oeuvre ce qui a fetfe dfeci- 
dd, notamment sur Hebron, et 
d'engager les discussions sur Ic 
statut final, it faut reprendre le 
dialogue. Les compromis soul 
toujours possibles pour permet- 
tre aux deux parties de se remei- 
tre fe la table des negotiations. 
L Union Europfeenne a fait des 
propositions en ce sens : pre- 
miferemenL la suspension de la 
colonisation et deuxiemement. 
la cooperation pleine et ent iere 
de i'Auiorite palestinienne cn 
matifere de afcuritfe. Nous ne 
meuons pas les deux choses cn 
rapport. Ce sont simplemcnt 
deux points qui nous paraissent 
importants et qui permetiraient 
une reprise des negotiations. 

De toute fagon. on ne peut 
pas pretendre vouloir la paix et 
en meme temps poursuivre la 
colonisation. Cela veut dire 
qulsrafel ne reconnaii pas uux 
Palestlniens le droit de erfeer une 
entitfe viable qui. pour nous 
Frangais. doit prendre Ja forme 
d'un EtaL Nous comprenons 
done tifes bien que les Palesti¬ 
nians reftisent de reprendre les 
negotiations si les operations dc 
colonisation se poursuivent. Je 
le tfepfete, il n'y a pas de paix 
possible avec la poursuite de la 
colonisation. 

Le Jourdain: Le gouveme¬ 
ment israfilen ne desire done 
pas Eaire aboutir le processus 
de paix commence a Madrid? 

Bernard Bqjolet: De deux 
choses l’une : soit Isragl estime 
qu’il doit faire la paix et que son 
avetiir ne sera assunf dans la re¬ 
gion que lorsqu’il aura des rela¬ 
tions normales avec chacun de 
ses voisins. C'est la voie qui 
avait &c suivie jusqu'fe present 
et nous espferions quelle aurait 
fetfe poursuivie par M. Neianya- 
hou. Soil Israfel n'a pas besoin 
de la paix et peut continuer ii 
vivre en gtant entourfe de pays 
plus ou moins hostiles. Nous 
avons I'impression que c'est la 
deuxifeme formule qui a .fetfe 
choisie et a mon avis, elle est 
trfes trompeuse. Cela fetanL je 
suis persuade que la grande tm- 


joritc du peuple israelien sou- 
tient (a paix. 

Le Jourdain: Pcnsex-vous que 
les Palestiniens montrent aussi 
de la mau raise volonle? 

Bernard Bajolet: J'ai tendance 
U penser que les Palestiniens 
aussi souhuilent faire la pnix cur 
pour eux. c'est leur vie dc tous 
les jours qui est cn jeu. Mais ils 
sont cn position Je laiblcsse. 
Cela diu ils ont cgalement leur 
part de responsahilile. 11 est im¬ 
portant qu'ils nc donnenl aucun 
pretexte au gouveracment israfe- 
lien pour ne pas reprendre ia 
voie de la paix. II est essemie! 
que I'Auiorite palestinienne joue 
entiferement !e jeu de la coo¬ 
peration en matifere de securiife. 

Nous cstimons d'autre pan 
que les Palestiniens doivent 
faire bctiucoup d'effotts pour as¬ 
surer une gesiion plus rignu- 
rcusc pi pour carder la ennfi- 
ance des prineipaux pays 
donnteurs. Entln. il y a beau- 
coup a faire pour la democratic : 
le conseii legislutif paleslinien 
doit jouer pleinement son role 
dc conlre-pouvoir et il faut bien 
dire que jusqu'a present cela n'a 
pas etfe le cas. 


U Jourdain: «NOUS COiJ\- 

Krt prenons tres 
dans le'proces- bien que les 

sus de paix ? p a l eSt i n j ens 

ErfJlS refusentde 
reprendre 

Sgjr tesnegocia- 
tions» 


nistre lui ont tenu le meme ian- 
gage. 

Nous nc sommes pas plus du 
coife des Palestiniens que du 
core des fsraeliens contmire- 
ment a ce que ces demiers pen- 
sent parfois. Nous sommes pour 
b paix au Prnche-OrienL Nous 
souhaiions que 1‘Eiat d'l.srae) 
soit un Etat prospferc. accepte 
dans su region. Mais nous di- 
sons ce que nous pensons etre le 
droit et la justice et cela im- 
pliquc la reconnaissance du peu¬ 
ple pulcsu'nten cl de leur droit a 
former un Emt viable. Nous es¬ 
say ons Jc persuader les Israfi- 
liens que la creation d'un Etat 
paleslinien seniit pour eux la 
meiileure fugon de garantir leur 
securite parce qu’on peut dis- 
cuter avec un Elat et parce que 
la satisfaction des aspirations 
palcstiniennes assurerait une rc- 
ktlion pacitique entre les deux 
peuplcs. C'est au contmire les 
frustrations, le deni de droit, qui 
pmvoquent les reactions de vio¬ 
lence. 

Le Jourdain: La France vient 
d'annoncer qu'en cas de re- 
trait des troupes israeliennes 
du Sud-Liban, elle enverrait 
une force de main- 
tien de la pabt. Qne 
L *171- signifie cette prise 

tiro c P 05 ® 1 * 00 quels 

treS pourraient en etre 

, les risques terro- 

- teS ristes? 


Er;^ refuser 

pas plus que les rpnrprii 
Etats-Ums ou la ’ Cpt City 
Russicoumeme l „ c tl An 
l'Egyple. en •l'-g 

depit de leurs ef- fj nyi f ., 
fores, aucun de llOftd* 
ces partenatres 
ne pourrn fairc 
la paix it la place des parties 
concentres. En revanche, nous 
pouvons eontribucr ii rcduirc les 
tensions, it trouver les points 
d'accord. u catalyser les bonnes 
volonte's. 

Le Jourdain: En France, le 
gouvemement du nouveau 
premier ministre Lionel Jos¬ 
pin va-t-jJ poursuivre la meme 
politique au Proche-Orient ? 

Bernard Bajolet: Oui. car 
d'une fagon gfenferale. il y a eu 
unc trfes grande continuity de la 
politique frangaise fe regard du 
Proche-Orient depuis le general 
De Gaulle. Ce n'est pas unc af¬ 
faire de partis. 

J'ai moi-mfime assist^ aux en- 
tretiens il Paris que Je roi Husse¬ 
in a eus avec Jacques Chirac et 
Lionel Jospin. Le roi fetait la pre¬ 
miere personnalitc dtrangfere it 
etre reyue cn France aprfes la 
formation du nouveau gou- 
vememenL Le president de la 
Rfepubliquc el le Premier mi- 


il t-fta Bernard Bajolet: 

* .J^ Nous souhaitorts 

I qu'lsracl quitie les 

7« . territoires du Liban. 

‘ C Si le Liban le de- 

iri/i rnunde. nous scrons 

ICICI- prcis ii assurer des 

garanlies dc securi¬ 
te. Mais il est ciair 
que ecs mesurcs 
doivent faire I'objet 
d'un accord de 1'enscmblc des 
parties concemces. 

Le Jourdain: La situation pol¬ 
itique reponale n'est pas fa¬ 
vorable aux investissemerits 
elrangers. Y-a-t-il des condi¬ 
tions propres a Ea Jordanie 
qui entravent egalement ces 
invesdssements ? 

Bernard Bajolet: Lc processus 
de decision est compiiqud et les 
choses vont beaucoup plus 
lentement que je ne I'espcrais 
moi-meme. Mais j'ai pcut-cure 
cene impression en raison de 
ma nature impatieme. 11 faut 
fenormement dc tenacity 5 une 
entreprise frangaise pour qu'elle 
maintienne son iniiiit. 11 y en a | 
quelques-uncs qui se sont dfe- 
couragfees. mais un plus grand 
nombre resie altirfe par les avan- 
Loges que presentc la Jordanie. 

Ainsi la Lyonnaisc des eaux. 
la Generate des Eaux. b CAT 
(transports intemationaux) etc... 
sc sont instances fe Amman nS- 


jordan Design & Trade Center cordially invites you to attend 


[this exhibition runs from June 30th - july 20thJ 

Iordan Design & Trade Center 

Noor Ai Hussein Foundation 
Tel. 699141/2 opening hours 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM 

{Off Wadi 5aqra Street, bewreert King Abdullah Cardent & Saleway, 2nd ri^il after gas station) 


ccmmenL El dans le domaine 
de I'eau justement. le gouveme¬ 
ment jordanicn va lancer un ap- 
pel d'offres pour !a privatisation 
de la gestion du rfeseau du 
Grand Amman. 

11 y a de la pari du gouveme- 
ment local une volontfe d'olier 
dans le sens des privatisations. 
Cest en fait une question de 
rythmc et cela dfepend aussi du 
contexte politique genferalJi 

Propos recueillis par 
Ali Kassey et Yannick Laine 



Suez Lyonnaise des eaux 

PRESS RELEASE 

SHAREHOLDERS APPROVE SUEZ LYONNAISE DES EAUX 

MERGER 

NEW ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE NOW IN PLACE ' 


The shareholders of 
Compagnie de Suez and 
Lyonnaise des Eaux 
(LDE) have overwhelm¬ 
ingly approved the pro¬ 
posed merger of the two 
companies af their an¬ 
nual genera] meetings 
held respectively on 
June 11 (Suez) and June 
19(LDE). The approval 
results in the creation of 
a new company, effec¬ 
tive from i January 
1997, called Suez lyon¬ 
naise des Eaux. Reve¬ 
nues will be USS -40.1 
billion IFF 210 billion). 
Suez Lyonnaise des 
Eaux has operations in 
nearly 120 countries 
with 180,000 employ¬ 
ees. 

The shareholders have 
also agreed to a new 
style of corporate ma¬ 


nagement- the creation 
of a Management Board 
and a Supervisory 
Board. 

The supervisory Board's 
role is to guide the strat¬ 
egy of the new company 
and to control the way 
in which the strategy is 
carried out. 

Jerome Monod (previ¬ 
ously Chairman of 
Lyonnaise des Eaux) ' 
was elected Chairman 
of the Supervisory 
Board and Gerard Mes- 
trallet, the former Pres¬ 
ident of Compagnie de 
Suez, was elected as 
Chairman of the Man¬ 
agement Board and 
Chief Executive Officer. 
The Management Board 
is the decision-making 
and management vehi¬ 


cle of the group. • * 

Suez Lyonnaise des . ■ - 
Eaux's ambition is to be¬ 
come a world leader in. 
the provision of water. 
infra struoure. services^: : 
The company’ will direct 
most of its fiiiahdal re^ 
sources towards the de¬ 
velopment of its four ;:.v ' 
core businesses -energy^ 
water, wastet’.manage-- 
ment and comimmica- 
tiorfs. - 'i. - • 


'Suez Lyonnaise des “ 
Eaux's coordinates in 
Jordan are: Regional 
Office for MENA 
P.O. Box 941619 
Amman 11194 
tel: 602 161/9 
fax: 602 172 
Director for Regional. 
Development. 

J. Owayshek 


AF Si 75 

Monday 

Wednesday 

Saturday I 

AMMAN 

23h55 

23h55 

23h55 - 

PARIS 

* 

05h55* 

0Sh55* 

05h55* 

AF $ l 72 

Monday 

Wednesday 

Saturday 1 

PARIS 

13h30 

13h30 

13h30 

AMMAN 

21hl0 

21hl0 

21hl0 


* Arrival next day. at CDG 2A . 

1-24 October Departure & Arrival from / to Amman One hour earlier 



Amman Paris. . c 

Safes*Reservations : 666 055 Information :Tel.til.44082424- - 

Airport: D8 - 53940 Cargo: 621775 Reservation :Tet.Oi 44.08 2£22^ 
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• Philadelphia 11 Tel: 634149): 

Ziar Liar 

% Philadelphia II (Tel: 634149): 
Dracula Dead & Loving it 
Gone With The Wind 
e P>2?3 (Tel: 699238): 

Jerry Magure 

• Concord I (Tel: 677420): 

Devil's Own 

• Concord U (Tel: 677420): 

Spacejam 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

3J0—TIoly Koran 
3i35^French Programs 
4:00—Neighbors 
_6:10-7-French Programs 
7^6rrNetns. Headlines 
TJS^Hangin with Mr 
Cooler • ‘ 

8.-00—Magazine Zero One 
8JO—Prism 
9:10—Time Trax 
10:00—News at Ten 
. 10J0—Macgyver 
. 11:15—Feature film 


SUNDAY 

3:30—Holy Koran 
. . 3:35—French Programs 
-' t - ; Vi ‘4d)5—America’s Home 
V ? Video .- 

4 JO—Energy Express 
5:15—American Chart 
i . Show 1 

5:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
;■ I 7 JO—News Headlines 
; : I. . 7 J5—^Fresh Prince of Bel 

: - i. Air 

8:00—Cinema, Cinema, 
j . Cinema 

’ 8 JO—National Geographic 
; 9:10—Renegade 

10:00—News at Ten 
10J0—One West Waikiki 
11:15—Sisters 

MONDAY 

■ 3J0—Holy Koran 
3:40—Spirou 
4:05—Neighbors 
4 JO—Deep Water Haven 
f i 5:00—Ocean Giri 
• * 5:15—Nature By Profession 

6:10—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7 JO—News Headlines 

7 J5—Murphy Brown 
8:00—The Giant Nile 

8 JO—Babylon 5 
9:10—Highlander 
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Babylon 5, Monday at 8:30 pm 

10:00—News at Ten 10:30—West Beach 

10:30—Law and Order 11:15—Drug Wars 

11:15—Homicide 


TUESDAY 

3:30—Holy Koran 
3:35—French Programs 
4:00—Super Sport Follie 
4:30—Dog House 
5:00—Square on TV 
5:10—The Album Show 
6:10—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Coach 
8:00—Tilt 

8 JO—Encounter 

9:10—Nature of Things 
10:00—News at Ten 


WEDNESDAY 

3 JO—Holy Koran 
3:35—French Programs 
4:05—Captain Planet 
4:30—Spell Binder 
5:30—Forests of The World 
6:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Step hy Step 
8:10—Soldier's Diary 
8:30—Challenges (Local talk 
show) 

9:10—Spencer for Hire 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Land’s End 


11:00—American Gothic 

THURSDAY 

3:30—Holy Koran 

3:35—French Programs 

4:05—Hey Dad 

4:30—He Shoots He Scores 

5:15—Varieties 

6:10—French Programs 

7:00—News in French 

7:30—News Headlines 

7:35—Parenthood 

8:00—Cinema. Cinema. 

Cinema- 

8:30—Submarines (Due.) 
9:10—Rung Fu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Feature Film 
11:00—Tara tala 


FRIDAY 

2:00—Hoh Koran 
2:05—Leo the Lion 
iCjrtoun) 

2:30—Cartoons 
3:00—French Programs 
4:18)—Neighbors 
4:30—NBA 
5:10—French Film 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—Nevis Headlines 
7:35—Familv Mailers 
8:00—The Health Show 
8:30—Hawkevc iDram.u 
9:10—500 Nations 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30— Mini Series 
12:00—Feature Rim 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANQA1S 

SAMEDI 

3:30—Dessins a nimes 
Arsenc Lupin 
6:00—Serie policiere 
Sueurs fniide*. 

7:00—Lc journal 
7:15—Magazine 

LVeuf do Cidiimb 

DIMANCHE 

3:30—Dessins animes 
Arsfcne Lupin 
6:00—Magazine 

Paul pas rover 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine 
Ziva 

LUNDS 

3:30—Dessins animes 
Arsonc Lupin 
6:00—Documenlaire 

/V|M.V 

7:00—Le journal 

7:15—Magazine scientiflque 

Cina vnr.7 n.j 


THE STAR 


Highlight of the week at 
the Pleasure Dome 


• Showdown in Little Tokyo: “Smart, 
fast- moving martial arts action-adventure. ” 
For 400years, Japan has been home to a 
secret society of killers dedicated to their own 
supremacy in the world of crime. Ruled by 
an ancient, arcane code of honor, the deadly 
Yakuajs hare been among the most feared 
members of Japanese society. Even today, 
they are immediately recognizable by the 
stunningly ornate full-body tattoos that cover 
their bodies, telling the terrifying story of 
their stature and career in an underworld 
order that knows no mercy. 

Now the Yakuza are coming to LA. But 
America, they 're going to meet their match. 
Two cops are on their trail. One's an 
American raised in Japan. He's got the mind 
and spirit of a samurai, and the body of a 
human fighting machine. 

The other, is a Japanese-American raised in 
the San Fernando Valley. He's into malls, 
pizza and MTV. But he can disarm five 
■ gunmen with his bare feet 
• One‘s a warrior. One's a wise-ass. But 
i together they've got what it takes to remove 
some tattoos from Little Tokyo. 


MARDI 

3:30—Dessins animes 
Arsone Lupin 
6:00 —Serie 

Operation open 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Extra large 

MERCREDI 

3:40—Dessins animes 
Arscnc Lupin 
6:00—Magazine 
Ushuaia 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ziva 

JEUDB 

5:30—Divertissement 

Le monde esi a vous 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Documenlaire 

Lesjardins rcconquis 
12:00—Tara lata 

Invitee: Maurane 

VENDREDB 

3:15—Divertissement 
L'ecole des fans 
5:30—Film 

Dons les icrres geltvs 
7:00—Le journal 
7:30—Magazine 
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o —Taratata | Programs are subject to change by JTV 


Video 


We’ve assembled a collection of powerful 
movies for you this week: 

■ With Honors: What will happen to Monty when 
a sever winter storm causes his computer drive to 
crash and takes with it his senior honors thesis. 
What begins as a trading-off for necessities be¬ 
comes a discovery that life's most important les¬ 
sons are not necessarily learned by the book. 

■ Angel Street: Two police detectives.... one a 
well-educated black, the other a street-smart 
white. A story of uneasy partnership between two 
women who work to suppress their hostilities to¬ 
ward each other as well as their taunting peers. 

■ Boyfriend From Hell: He charmed the senoritus 

of east L.A. Now he's after the sheilas down 

under. 90 mins of laughing with Cheech Marin 
and Emma Sam ms. 

9 Fair Game: Yesterday Kate ■ Cindy Crawford) 
was a dedicated Miami family attorney. Today 
she’s a moving target of a ruthless group •> inter¬ 
national embezzlers when she repossesses a - j li¬ 
able ship belonging to one of them a* part .« di¬ 
vorce settlement.Sexy. Exciting. Arm Fun. 

Courtesy: "The Pleasure r'mt-e" 
Teh 676558 - Far:: 555$087 

Al-Sweijieh & NOW in M-Ahlia Abe La 
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Your first choice in Aqaba 

CTO 

AQABA GULF HOTEL 
* * * * 

For reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03)318246 
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Enjoy The Star Every 
Thursday Horning For ©sly 


annual subscription 

Tel. 652380 - 645380 





To bool^ your AdvertiscrrenT Grachic arid Designs cr th€ Glectrcr c Sign. 5oarcs.cr> * K t 
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THE BEST MUSIC STORE 





_ ian find your choice of os 

-—-"TT^ab Bank^TeL 551614_ 


Macca St- n eax 
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FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 

TEL. 692696 

CARDENS ST 


Hotel Suites 

Luxury j Tel 
Comfort - 

@ Service X 
Location X 

In the o; of i > 

i w | 

Sweifyieh S 


TO 

ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
PLACE 
PLEASE 
CALL 
652380 
645380 



World's No.1 Pizza Chain 


" Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid's meal" 
"Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 
noiv at Pizza Hut 
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True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sco star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel:314131/2. 


The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily J2:0l>-3:30p.rti 
7:00- Midnight 

Te! 638968 



NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH A DINNER 




v- 


The First Gass Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room ..! 



Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 94U3 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Damll Jo 
Ideal Residence lor 
Expatrinies and Businessmen 


We save you more 

.-A 


The most ple.T^urjhle ^hopping 
e'pcnenie . Ii\ ju<t ahnui 
ewnihine >uu necii. ui l>:»iv prices. 
AmiKm-TiliCirek' Tel - S14IZ9 
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“This is RJ DAB 1.5 giga hertz!”: 

The technology of digital radio 
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Wanted: Lively content 
for Arab Web sites 


Jabra Ghneim 

Special to The Star 
NEW CONCEPTS in content 
creation have emerged over the 
past few years, as the Internet 
came into wide use. The Inter¬ 
net is mainly about content, 
and we Arabs need to utilize 
this content revolution to our 
benefit. Presently their is 
serious lack of lively con¬ 
tent to he enjoyed by the 
Arab 'surfer' or anyone 
else interested in Arab or 
Arabic information on 
the Web. 


net also changed the way peo- 
Die read and receive informa- 


ple read and receive informa¬ 
tion. Microsoft and Wired in 
the United States are leaders in 
the field. They spend millions 
of dollars every year to deliver 
innovative, useful and creative 
content that has the power to 
line and attract users to their 
sites. Slate magazine on the 



What is content? 

If you read The Star on 
the Internet, then you are 9B(rat 
reading an HTML copy 
uf this article, if it has 
any URLs, you can lmM,J 
cross-reference and link 
to other reflected articles. 
Those of us addicted to knowl¬ 
edge live by every word that is 
said or written by good crea¬ 
tors everywhere {writers, edi¬ 
tors. graphic designers,.. etc). 

Computers and communica¬ 
tion technologies made content 
development, and distribution 
much faster and accessible to 
almost everybody. 

This is a big business in 
Europe and the United States. 
Any generator of media in 
every kind and form is a ‘con¬ 
tent developer'. The advent of 
the net has made content devel¬ 
opment a bigger business. The 
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Microsoft site (www.msn.com) 
is an excellent example of 
lively content. 


Arab Content on the Net 
I believe that traditional con¬ 
tent providers in the Arab 
World have reached a stage 
where they figured out publish¬ 
ing mechanisms pretty well. 
Still, restrictions on press free¬ 
dom arc preventing them from 
reaching their ultimate poten¬ 
tial. it would be a waste not to 
utilize the arising advantages 
of electronic publishing. There 
is more to the Internet can offer 
more titan fancy graphics and 


flashy JavaScripts. It is about 
lively content that responds to 
the beat and tone of the net. 

When 1 visit Arab sites on 
the net all that I see is a tlat 
emulation of Wesiem style 
Web publishing. No user wants 
to go to an Arab site and waste 
precious time to download a 
GIF image of an outdated news 
article, or a fancy Ara¬ 
besque image. 

We should feel the 
thoughts and needs of 
the "Arab individual, 
by referring to com¬ 
prehensive sites that 
project these feelings 
and aspirations. To 
make this idea clearer. 

I — lak e a look at certain 
Igllll sites that reflect the 
USH needs of the American 
—— people. These are 
written in smooth 
style, in the language of the 
regular American citizen. 

Correspondingly, I think we 
need to see Web pages of our 
own. written by the likes of 
Youssef Geyshan. and even the 
famous Nabil & Hisham. These 
are comic writers or actors, hut 
they present our issues in an 
easily recognizable form that 
appeals to the masses. 

Another interesting notion is 
to transfer the weekly newspa¬ 
pers that will have to close 
down, due to the new press 
law. on to the Internet where 
the hand of law cannot reach. 
By doing so. these writers 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Special to The Star 
OUR AGE is. by large, a digi¬ 
tal one: our watches and our 
car displays arc digital. Wc 
also use our digital telephone 
exchanges to connect to our 
digital ISPs in order to send 
our digital email. 

Nevertheless, many "ana¬ 
logue" technologies — contin¬ 
uous variations in voltage that 
correspond to the signals trans¬ 
mitted— are still alive and 
kicking. Our phone calls from 
the phone set to the digital 
exchange arc still, for the most 
part, analogue. 

Furthermore, we still use the 
digital displays of our radios to 
tune into FM and AM radio 
stations and receive their ana¬ 
logue signals! 

The newer digital technolo¬ 
gies. with their superior quality 
and reliability, will always 
squeeze the analogue world 
harder and harder, and the digi¬ 
tal victory seems to be inevita¬ 
ble. In the radio transmission 
technology front. Digital Radio 
is reaching a mature stage, 
leading many to believe it will 
soon replace traditional ana¬ 
logue AM and FM broadcast¬ 
ing which has been in use ever 
since the Italian. Marcony. dis¬ 
covered it in the nineteenth 
century. One of the analogue 
radio transmission shortcom¬ 
ings is its susceptibility to 
interference and "multipath" 
echoes caused by the reflection 
of signals off buildings and 
other topographic features. 
Digital radio, on the other 
hand, is virtually immune to all 
and any interference which 


results in much clearer recep¬ 
tion. Digital Radio transmits 
and receives sound that has 
been processed by a technique 
similar to CD players: It pro¬ 
cesses it as a stream of On and 



Off signals ( digits) rather than 
a continuous variation of volt¬ 
age. Hence. Digital Radio 
results in much superior sound 
quality over analogue radio just 
as the CDs offered superior 
sound quality over that of LPs. 
The system by which digital 
sound would he broadcast was 
adopted by the international 
Telecommunications Union's 

Radio communications study 
group tITU-R) and was called 
the DAB system (Digital 
Audio Broadcasting). 

In February 1992. the World 
Administrative Radio Confer¬ 
ence (WARC). which nego¬ 
tiates frequency allocations glo¬ 
bally. ollicially designated die 
L-Band (around 1.5 GHz) as 
the future worldwide home for 
digital radio. The DAB tech¬ 
no logy can be used to transmit 
Digital Radio using conven¬ 
tional terrestrial broadcasting 
antenna and satellite based sys¬ 
tems. Also. DAB technology 


enables transmission of texL 
data, images and video which 
makes the future “radio” a mul¬ 
timedia receiver. The receiver 
will be able to store information 
so that the consu mer can access 
it at a suitable time. The infor¬ 
mation is sent encrypted or 
open along with control signals 
which tell the receiver how to 
process the information. Exam¬ 
ples of future services are: traf¬ 
fic messages, information 
about congestion, route selec¬ 
tions. travel information, hotel 
information, free park spaces, 
petrol stations, navigation and 
position determination and 
electronic newspapers. Suc¬ 
cessful Pilot projects of digital 
Radio have been setup In coun¬ 
tries like Sweden, Canada. US 
and Germany. In addition, com¬ 
panies around the world, like 
Philips. introduced new- 
generation receivers that are 
compatible with DAB. This 
supply of DAB receivers and 
the successful pilot projects 
present an indication that the 
day is near when digital radio 
becomes ubiquitous. By then, 
our local radio station in 
Amman will digitally send its 
nice tunes and the station iden¬ 
tification will no longer be “this 
is RJ FM 96.3 megahertz”. It 
will be “this is RJ DAB 1.5 
gigahertz, broadcasting from 
Amman”! ■ 



Piracy in Jordan, marches oh^ 


Epson Stylus 600 


will become closer to the heart 
beat of the 'net', with content 
that is more substantial than 
any other Arab site. 

Of course, here we have to 
bear in mind that Internet use 
has to spread widely enough to 
capture a sizable portion of the 
audience you would typically 
be able to reach with primed 
press material. 

In any case, the difference in 
audience locally can be made 
up for in international reach, 
serving Arabs worldwide. All 
of these arc noble ideas. But to 


see the light, they need the 
backing of publishers, espe¬ 
cially Lhe emerging Internet 
publishers. 

Internet publishers need to 
go through sonic serious brain¬ 
storming sessions to either 
create content that appeals to 
users or acquire content from 
the aforementioned sources. 

Arab sites need to adapt in 
order ro deliver fust, brief, 
easy-to-read stories. Arab 
WeRs need more than new 
looks, they need new guts with 
live and fresh content. ■ 


JORDAN COMPUTER 
Trade CoJs offering an 
exceptional ink-jet 

printer at a very attrac¬ 
tive price. 

The Epson Stylos 600 
offers excellent quality 
print, of np to 1440 dpi, 
which is a very high reso¬ 
lution in foil color print¬ 
ing, The Stylos Color 600 
can print up to 4 pages 
per minute and works 
with Windows or Macin¬ 
tosh. It is priced 
at JD 400. 
for more t — • 
information--* 
jcr^all ? '.‘’ft 
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AFTER THE 

piracy— illegal c ?py , ?f nroblem In the Jordanian market^ 

ro.conft^S 

‘"sSteffseewlS toES» \StSM 

illegal copying jSSwtOCTsdSbdnd Amin 

^fSE^r A°rS 

and regional so^e industries, 

ssasiSSMSKgBBSS 1 

mice it quite difficult for regular home uscreio.- 
chase original copies of entertainment and-basic 
software. If game software is priced at around S..*50 a uBj fe 
USA then, bftire time it makes it to Jordan, this same otax 
is selling for about JD 50. Bearing in mind xh^ the; 
buyerofa computer game is a young 

source of income other than his/her allowa/K^ irtecdrto * 
quite obvious that even buying one game 
ints a financial load! So. instead, these 
copy for as little as JD 10. Also, they can exchange.coptiss ^ 

software with their friends. - ■ - 

Let's move a bit more up-market, to engineering, applica¬ 
tions, for example. AutoCAD, the engineering dwg vgr 
age. sells for under JD 25 in Amman at a pir^^hro^ 
although an original copy would cost 
1,000 and above. Imagine! It only costs abouL ^--5.percentm^ 
the actual price. Now that is amazing. -A '-""./l • 

Also, till this day. almost every computer 
distributor in Jordan comes with already instiled 
applications, including Windows 95. Microsoft Word* Excfcl- 
and others. None of these have been-paid for by the buyer! 

Although the size of the software market in Jordan u-rotg 
lively small, we can safely say that software publishers .todSEjr 
millions of dollars every year to piracy. -j. 

If these publishers think that they can crack down .w 
porate and governmental users, they can’t battle the 
huge side of the market: small-size and home users. IwoukL;» 
say that as much illegal software is used by this group, if OQt.- 
even more. In 1996. 83 percent of software in use jwsjs;.: 
pirated. There is a serious need for a solution, and tiLthe^ 
absence of government enforcement of intellectual property-^ 
rights, intelligent solutions are required. . . 

Once again, we sound the call to sotiware^pubnsheiS;... 
worldwide: Create lower priced packages for sale in the Mid*/ 
die Ffmi, especially entertainment and home-use softwant’^H' 
The idea is to produce cut-down versions of software^wfttr 
less packaging* manuals or decreased components^- 
even decreased features— and providing these softystfe^: 
packages for a lower price than the normal, full package' ; 

By establishing awareness programs. 1 coupled with lowgr -^ 
pricing and special incentives, buyers will go for-original;/ 


Global One is the Only provider of full Internet services in Jordan. 


Sales Depatment Ter: 685101 • Fax: 700328 E-mail: info@go.com.jo http:// www.go.com.jo 
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